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Hyperius. And now ſeruing | 
very fitly for the prelent 
ſtate of this real me 
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2 Die Omnino indigen: & mendicus non 
4 IO erit inter vos. | 
2 There ſhall vtterly bee no beg- 
| ger among you. 
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Tothe right reuerende fa- 
ther in God, Edmunde L. Bishop of Ro- 
cheſter, high Almner to the Queenes 
mate die, A cry T ripp Wiſheth 
. proſperous ſucces of hu labert 
|. * in Geds Churche. 


6 — _—_—_— 


x F the partial affection of Phi- 
tue, or ſelfe loue, and the vn- 
ſatiable deſyre or appetite of 
our on priuat comoditie vver 
once rooted out of mens min- 
> des, and the cõtrary perſuaſion 
 ſertled, to n. it is as vnlauful to liue as to 

our ſelues, not profiting our brethren, as it is to 
ſeeke our comoditie by an other mans hinde- 
france: me thinks I ſee (right reuerend father) 
vrhat a cheerful she vy and countenaunce of all 
 rhitigs,vyhat mutual loue in mis ſocictig,vvhat 
ſecuritie and quietnefle to che common vvelth 
zuld therby enſue Sure I am, that neither Pla- 
Te Ariſtotle c. nor any other that haue tra- 
Auailed moſt to bring the politique gouetnmẽt 
do petlection, vvere euet able to deſcribe or 

« [pamtout ſuch a liuelike patterne of a common 
vvealth as this one errour once reformed, wold 

| Foltore vnto vs. C raſinus in Ecomis Moria, pla 


. cod. 


ceth-Ph:lautia firſt amongſt the traine of foo. 
lish ladies; vyho doth hold eche mans eyes ina 
prepoſterous admiration of himſelfe: yea and 


that in the vievy oftentimes ot the vvorſt parte 


euen of the bodie,vvhile he curiouſ]y ſeketh to 
ferue the delicacie, and to ſupport the frayltie 
of the ſame, to decke, pampet, and cherish it. 
But I vvould to God vve did ſo conſider and 
vevv our ovvn bodies, that vve might lern cher 


by, & the better cõceiue vvhat belogeth to the 


cõmon vyealth or the churche of God: vvherof 


the one by the Philoſophers; the other by the 


Apoſtle is compared to a bodie, vvherein (as | 
in cache of our bodies) ſymetria & ſympatbia, 


id eſt, due proportion and right placing of eche 


member, in reſpect of the vyhole bodie, and a 


mutual paſſion or ſenſe of feeling diffuſed tho- 
rovy euery part, muſt be preſerued. For vyhe- 
ther ſocuer of thele tyvVo shall happẽ to be em- 
paired or diſturbed, forthyyith ther tolovyerth 
eyther griete, oradeformitie, or vtter conſuſi- 
on to the vvhole bodie: as vvitneſſeth the A- 
poſtle. Rom. ia 1. Cor. 1a. & c. For this cauſe al- 
ſo the Apoſtle Romans, 14 layerh: Nall 29- 


rum ſibi ipſi viuit, None of vs liueth to him- 


ſelfe &c. The vvhiche Plato, and the Staic hes 
did affirme, vvhoſe aſſertions are cited by M. 


ae Non nobis 7 alum xati fumus. . 
VVe 


y 
( 


DEDICATORIE, 


VVe are not borne only to our ſelues, but ſome 
parte of our birth our countrey doth chalenge 
lome parte our parentes, ſome parte our frien- 
des. (What coulde haue ben ſayd mere fully, 
if he had among theſe reckened the Churche 
of God? Item: Theſe things vyhich the earth 
doth bring foorth, are all created for mannes 
vie, but man was made for mannes cauſe, that 
they among themſelues might profite one an 

other. (O that he had added here alſo, that all 
Shoulde ioyntlye ſeeke Gods glorie:) Againe 
he ſayth: Herein ye muſt follo ve nature as a 
guide, and bring to light that which may ſerue 
for the weale publique, by enterchangeable 
duties, by giuing and receiuing, and bothe by 
our artes, trauail & faculties, to knit the felow- 
ship of menne one with an other. As often as 


this aſſertion of the Philoſophers or doctrine 


of the Apoſtle is effectually conſydered of 
good and godlie natures, it is apparant with 
what. cheerefulueſſe they endeuour to im- 
ploye what ſo euer giftes, or bleſſyngs, (cor- 
pores, firtunæ, aut animi,) G O D hath endued 
them vvith, to the benefite of Gods churche, 
their countrey, and brethren. And truely I am 
perſuaded, and I ſuppoſe alſo that all men vvill 


yelde no leſſe) that this only care hathe fo of- 


1 


* * 


n aſſemhled all the vvyſeſt counſellours and 
RE, A. ui. chiefe 


* 


1 


THEY EPISTLEI 


chiefe magiſtrates from al parts of this realme / 
vnto one high courte of parliamente, there by 
good aduile prouidently to decree and enact, 
yyhatſouer mighte bee deemed auaylable for 
reformation of enormities, or the eltablishing 
of good orders in the comon vvealth. Many of 
theſe and proſperous parliaments haue ben aſ- 
ſembled within the happie reign of the Quee- 
nes maieſtie:but none of them all, beleeue me, 
hath eyther ben begonne or ended with better 
ſucceſſe thi this laſt ſeſſion holdẽ at VVeſtmin 
ſter the eiglit of May, in the. xiiij. yeare of the 
reigne ofour moſte gracious ſoueraigne Lady 
E. &c. Ot vrhich it may truly be ſayd. if euer it 
might be ſayd of any, that it was holdẽ to the 
highe pleaſure of almightie god, and the weale 
publike of this realm. Among the procedings 
of vvhich parliament, that, before al things, can 
not but be approued bothe by god and godly? 
men, which is conteined Chap. 5. entituled: A 
att for the punis hment of vacabundes, and for the 
 releefe of the poore and impotent. In vehich ate 
the whole matter of the Pouertie , as ſerue th 
beſt for the ſtate of this realm, is ſo charitably, 
wiſely, and prouidently decreed and enacted. 
that nothing can in ſo fevye vvordes bee more 
piththily defined, I ſay in ſo fery wWordes: for as - 
it {cemeth, bicauſe ſo yraightic and appt 
| A buli 


DEDICATORIE 


a buſineſſe coulde not fully be diſcuſſed vvith- . 
out a greate many more vvoordes, therefore 
the chiefeſt pointes ot that buſineſſe, are one- 
ly exprefled in that acte, „herby a vvay is pre · 
pared to the Magiſtrates and luſtices of the 
ace, to vvhoſe good diſcretion the other 
ighter circumſtances are committed. And 1 
praye vnto God. that euery of them vvithin 
their circuites and limittes, may carefully, dili- 
gently. and cheerefully performe and execute 
not only that vvhich is expreſly conteyned in 
the ſayd act, but alſo yvhatſoeuer may ſeme ex 
pedient for the places vvhere they dyvel, as fat 
forth as shall be not repugnantor contrary to 
the godly and charitable meaning of the ſayd 
act, I vvish alſo.moſt earneſtly that eche faith - 
full ſubiect may ſo account and iudge of thoſe 
proceedings, that not only ther be no murmu- 
ring or grudgig, but alſo that ech one in his cal 
ling, may endeuor to further them, that a pro- 
ſperous & luckie effect may enſue thereof. 

The which care and charge, vvhen I acknow- 
ledged to apperteyne of duetie in ſundry re- 
ſpectes vnto my ſelte alſo, and that bothe the 
church of God and the common vvelth might 


of good right chalenge and exact of me the vt- 


termoſt that I am able to do for their benefit, 
I thought I yyoulde rather offer it wwillingly. 
A. iii. and 


THE EPISTLE 


and of mine ovvne accord in ſeaſon, than defer 
til it vvere after a ſort craued of me, or fome o- 
ther by extreme neceſſitie. ratia enim (ab offi- 
cis quod mora tardat abeſt, For dutie hiche is 
{lacked is not chankvvorthie. Therfore I vyold 
not conceale that thing vvhich I chought muſte 
auaylable to the accõplishing of the happie fuc- 
ceſſe intended in that acte, but haue ſet forth in 
our vulgar tong, the whole regimẽt aud gouern 
ment of the Pouertie, vvritten in the latin tong 
by a great lerned doctour of Theologie of our 
time, D. Andreas Hyperiius no leſſe wilcly & or- 
derly, than learnedly and charitably. A vvorle 
very neceſſary for the magiſtrate, and profitable 
for the ſubie ct: and as it may ſerue to direct the 
one in adminiſtring ot the {aid act, ſo wil it tea - 
che the other ro think vvel of rhe procedings. 

V'Vhich maner of regiment if any do think vn- 
_ poſſible to be executed, in ſuch ſort as this god- 
lie mã hath preſ(cribed,they are much deceiued. 
For vvhy may it not (if vve vvil be circumſpect, 
diligent and vvilling) as vvel be brought to per- 
tection in this realme, as in any other. Nay why 
may it not as vvel be generally folowed in al pa 
rishes, tones, & cities vvithin this realme, as it 
is in one tovn corporate, vvhich I vvil for their 
commendation name: euen the tovyne of Ne- 
warke ſituate vppon the riuer of Trent, in the 
countie 


DI DIe AT ORIE. 
countie of Notingham, I leaue it to be farther 
enquired of. Great prouifion and 2 large colle- 
ction is alſo made for the poore in this citie of 
London, but yet belike ther lacketh ſome peece 
of this good regiment. For beggers and diſea - 
ſed people, do both vvalke and lie in the ſtretes 
and other vnmeete places, vyhich thing is both 
lothſom and lamentable. A redreſſe may eaſily 
be accomplished by the order of this books 
being aſſyſted by the authoritie of the ſaydo 
acte. | * of 4 | 

Novy, to the ende (Right reuetend father) 
that this treatiſe of that learned divine mighte 
be the better accepted of ourcountrey men, I 
thought it good to aſſygne your Lordshippe 
to be his patrone. Fer to vrhome coulde I more 
ſafely committe this learned laboure of his, tha 
vnto one, vyhiche both loueth, and is himſelfe 


| fingularly learned ? To vvhome might I better 


commed ſo vvorthy a miniſter of gods church, 
than to a godly Byshoppe ? VVho doth better 
deſerue the dedicatio of this booke, thi he that 
hath deſerued to be high Almener to ſo liberal 


a prince? Yea vvho is better able both to de- 


fende this treatiſe, & to further the poore mens 


cauſe, than he vvhoſe eloquence hath aduatin- 
ced him to ſo high dignities, and vyho for his 
good affection toyyardes the poore is placed 

A. v. 2 8 
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in the chie fe aſtice appertayning to that buſi- 
neſſe ? Theſe and intinite other ſuch reſpects 


haue moucd me to offer vnto your Lordship 


this my trauaile, in tranſlating this godly trea= + 
tite, the vvhiche it it may be accepted of your 
Lordship, and yyorke the effect vvhich 1 vvish 


it may among all good citizens, I haue the re- 
compence vyhiche I deſyre: and shal be en- 


couraged hereafter, to bring to lighte 
the more vvillingly my priuate 
labours to the benefite of 
the cõmon wealth. 


} e 11 Tau mat bumble eratony 
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| out any care almoſt to relæue them. 
_ © Theſe two things truly cauſe me not only 
fo withe and deſyꝛe hartily, that the pouer- 


The Preface of the 


a1 athour. 
r= 


Wo things ſpecially do mone ech 
jodly and chꝛiſtian man 'vefiring 
I 52 the gloꝛie of Chꝛiſt, and the weale 


25 oublique) to with that p publique 


affaires of the Charche,o2' common wealrhg 
where helineth, may be better ſet in oꝛder. 
The one is, f memoꝛie recoꝛd bf the gret di⸗ 
lizkte bf our elders in their god gouernmef. 
* The other is, the conſideration of the greate 
* negligence in the gouerners of our tyme, in 
ſuche aFayzes. Therfoze when and as often 
as I tall to mynde, wyth howe greate fiveli- 
tie and endeusur the holy fathers dure aun⸗ 


ptople ſboulos charitablip be relæued in eue⸗ 
ry partſhe and Citie by tbe common almes. 
And agapne J1& howe ſhamefully in theſe 
dayes the true povertie is neglected, with⸗ 


tie in our pariſhes and common wealth may 
better than they haue hitherto; 'be bereafter 
| ae fez : but alſo J thinke it vehouefull, 

92 nc by all meanes to labour; as much as 


in me 


ceſters in tymes paſt pzonided, that the pwze - 


_—_ - 


The Preface of the Authour. 


in me lyeth, fo ſet fezth ſame 92der, where- 
by we may at length remedie theſe pꝛeſent 
inconueniences. 

Foz if there be yet any remnaunts of tho 
= Chziftian fayth (wherein wee ſo muche glo⸗ 
rie) remapning, if there bo any ſparkles of 
charitie (which necefſarilis followeth a trus 
and liuely fayth) harboured in our bzeaſts, 
then truely wy!l we neuer ſuffer it ta 
be thoughte, that either we will not,o2 can. 
not perſtſt in thoſe vertues, wherin aur aun⸗ 
tetouts (by repozte) haue alwayes excellcd,. - 
When as ſuche as would haue their noble to⸗ 


noumed, muſt not onelp endeuour to match, 
but alſo it it map be) to ſurmoũt their elders 
in euery kinde of vertue. It is a ſhame to 
boaſt of holy fathers, and not ta imitate their 
 wozthy examples. Fo2 which thing Chzylke 
 Vpbzayvdeth the Jewes, who vaynely glozied 
that they were the childzen of Abzaham, 
when in no poynt they did exp2eſſe the fayth 
o2 wozks of Ab2aham, Mherfoze in all other 
vertues, but eſpecially in liberalitie towards 
the poze, it is requiſite that we frame our 
| Whole ſtudie to followe the holy fatbers, 

Whole . examples wr ſes commytted to 

'wiiting, and deliueted ouer to vs wel pos 

eri⸗ 


wardnene, wherewith they art endewed, re i 


The Preface of the Authour. 
1 ſeritie. a 


Which thing, the moze readily and eaſily 
that we may in oure pariſhes and common 
wealthe perfourme, J will afſay ts gather 
and ſet fozthe certayne fitte ozders, whiche 
partely our aunceft62s were wonte to vſe in 
releuing the poze, and parteip are ſuche, 
as may foz the time pzeſent honeſtly pꝛocure, 
that euery Citie may foſter their pouertie, 
by their Publique liberalitie . In whiche 
thyng, bycauſe 3 hall ſufficiently declare, 
bothe my great ſtudie in ſetting fozthe the 
glozie of God within our Churches (which 
J wiſhe alwayes molte earneſtly to pꝛofite 
vet dayly moze and moze,in the knowledge 
of ſpirituall things) and alſo ſhall erpzeſls 
my godly deſire to helpe the true pouertie, 
whom no man dothe not greatly lament, ets 
ther that they ſhuld ſhamefullybe negletted, 
©2 periſhe, excepte his heart ke altogither as 
barde as Adamant. Therfoze 3 truſt this my 
labour to all honeſt and godlp men, alwell 
gouernoꝛs of Churches, as comon wealths, 
Mall be acceptable and thank woꝛzthy. But F 
ſuppoſe, 4 may with moze fruicte to all gad 
mon, ok whatſccuer degre, accompliſhe this 
which J haue taken in hande, if 4expounds 
theſe titles in oꝛder as they lollowe. 


; 


1 That 


The preface of the Authour. 


Chat it belongeth iointly both to the Cc 


clefaiticall and politique gauernozs, to take 
care fo; the relefe of the poze. 
20 man things there be,in theſe wꝛet⸗ 
thed limes, whicy ought to moue vs ts healpe 
the pW e. 
3 That euerp pariſhe and Citie muſt take 


aduiſe, howe tyey may belt pꝛouide fo; therz 


pouertie, as place and time requireth, 


4 That certayne fitte men mult be choſen 
by voyces, ts take charge of y whole buſines, 


5 What velongeth to thoſe mens office, 


6 Whiche waythe true pouertie may be 


diſcerned from the counterfaites, and howe 


'they multe be particularly ſearched and 


knowne. 


7 Yowe the money and neceCarie charges 


may be rayſed, without any great grieke to 
the Cittizens. 


the needy particularely, 


the diſtributers be knowne to be faithful and 
truſtp men, whole eſtimation may not vs 
empay2ed, 


8 Vowe the almes 222 be difributed fo. 


4p 


10 At muff be pzonided,that the reliefe aps . 


pointed foꝛ the pœꝛe, when it is once wel eſla⸗ 
vliſhed, be alwayes after continued. - au 


6 i . | : , 0 , n 
*. : 2 0 4 * . 
, 1 55 'I a 0. | 1 "x Se 22, „„ 
'% : N 4 8 "Y K 4 2s "IS 2 4 * "= # =o * wW "78 * 
P k 4 1 <a 5 EY -— „ 4 * 17 9 * 
9 a lic * * 0 * 1 p : 5 , . 1 A * = 8 W 8 * 2 2 85 i a i A 


» 


p 


ſedperſons (where ſoeuer inhabiting) whoſe 


The Preface of the Authour. 


All the which things when we baue erpli- 
cated, A truſt it ſhall appere that we haue pꝛe⸗ 
pared a ſafe and ready way foz all wel diſpa⸗ 


woꝛthy minde ſhalbe in any wiſe ſtirred to 
exerciſe liberalitic towards the pwze, ſo that 
they may cherefully and conftantly followe 
it. And theſe things we will ſo euidently diſs 
cuſſe by the holie Scriptures, andcommens 
taries ofthe auncient fathers, by the Eccleſi⸗ 
ag ical hiſtozies, ©pneds,q4 Canons of God⸗ 
lie Biſhops, that ſuch men as arc not to 
vnapte to cenceyue, n ap (without 
any paine) learne out of this 
our cõmentarie, what 
is conuenient in 
this buſi⸗ 
nefle foz etzery time 
and place. 
oy, 
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Chapter. 1. 
That! it be belongeth ioyntly bothe to 


che Ecclefi afticall,and politike go- 


41 "nernour,to take care for the e- 


liefe of the poore. 


EPR Fit nay like vs to 
LS 5 make rehearſall from the 
Nona ages euen vito ours 
99. tyme, of the woꝛthier lozte 

u ol devout works, which did 
' tine in the haly fathers: liues: we ſhall 

finde them (eſpecially ſuche as faytbfully 
gdiouerned the Churche af God) very ſfu⸗ 
dDiguſly bente to liberalitie towards the 
pwze- Foz the admirable boſpitalitie of 
tha reuerende Patriarches Abraham and 
Loch, is very famaus in the holy Srrip⸗ 
tures. Moyſes the chtefe miniſber of the 
holy lawe, did ſet fogthe many holfome 
:pzeceptes; fo2 reliefs of the p in the 
Churche-of Gad, atthe commaundement 
ol God him (eife. Dem. g Levi c. 
The greater parte al the e ꝛzophets; as 
-Eirzeus;Elaic;teramic; and other, bothe in 
' their Sermons, and in ſundzie their adi 
V ne declare their exceeding 
122 5B. j. cart 


The Pogre mans advocate. 
care foꝛ the pode, as long as they erecuted 


their office in the Church. Put in the new 
Teſtamente we haue plentie of wozthy 
examples and p2ecepts. oꝛ howe many 
and howe lwerte Ser mons ds we reade 
made by our ſawaur Chzyſt, in which he 
exciteth all men to mint tber neceſlaries to 
the needy, in which allo he techeth vs how 
ko beſtow our almes well. let 5. 6. S. Kc 
Dow often and how many bungrppeople 
did he klede ; how diligent did he ſhewe 
him ſelle in healing the viſealen? zt wers + | 
to long to recken in this vehalke his mers 
cifull pitie, beaatified vy a miraculous 
power. After Chꝛyſt, the Apoſtles thoght 
that not hing did moe appertayn to their 
office, than to inuente ſonic god meanes 

to cheriche the pe. Aus. 4, 4:6, 4lames, 
Cephas.and lohn, after they havconferred , 
with Vaals about weightie matters of te 
Goſpell, required this one thing of hmm 
pocially; that de would rememberthe | | 
poze bzethzen dwelling: at Irtuſalem, 
when he came among tde Contes, a- 
mong whom he was purpoſed to pꝛeate 
the ell. Galtz. zn which thing how * 


Frratiy Paule laboured in Aa, Europe, | 
Ae ba, A acedonia, J alatia, and at Con 


rinthum, Rome, and elſe where, his owns 
wziting, Nom. 15. 1. Coz. 16.2. Co. S. and.. 

do declare, The holy fathers which ſuccees 
doed the Apoſtles in ruling and ouerfight of 
the church, are neuer foũd to haue reiected 

the charge of the pouertie from the. Their 
comentaries,ſermons, and other treatiſes 
(wherof we map marke p molt part ot th# 
to haue ben publiſhed fo2 this pꝛoper vſt) 
de playnly ſhew-y ſame, Peruſe. I errulli- 
ans Apologeticum, Cap. 39. the third bakg 
of Ciprians Epittles, Epiſt. 9. and 10 to 
the Piniſters and Deacons, and. Lib. 3. 
agaynſt 5 Jewes, Oregori ic Nazanzen bis 
ſermon ve qvaToX«s.of compaſſion tos. 
ward the pwze; Pany and very vehement 
bomilies of Chriſoſtome, whereof many 
untreat wholly ofthe commendation of lis 
„ heralitie towards g pe The ſumme of 
Chꝛiſtian doctrine witten by Epiphanius 

in the laft part of that woꝛk againſt here⸗ 

fes: tiicromes epittle againſt Vigilantius, 

oꝛ bis cõmentaries vpvn the third chap. cf 
Malachie the pꝛophet: ſundzy ferinons k 
Auſtine, whereof-ſome intreate wholly of 
this argumente: to conclude, as many of 
(he boly fathers as haus taken vpon them 
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any eflarration of any' bone of the olde 
ee Teſtament; when they hytte 
ar ay place touching the commendati 
ref liberalitie, then they ſtoutly mayn⸗ 
ar the cauſt of the pee. And who” 
d re pointe at this pꝛeſent a re⸗ 

beat of f ache places which are infinitee 
How marke with how great diligence 
at deli times in the Hynodes and Eccleſta⸗ 
ſtical councels;p2onifion hath bene made 
fo; the helpe of thepw2e. The fir genes _ 
rall councel which was among the Chzizs 
ſtians,mencioned Acs.4, was affeinbley? 
tothaſe Deacons fo diſtribute the almes 
which was gathered. Afterwarde in pzo⸗ 
cefle of time many cormncels were holven;/ 
wherein it is gravely and denoutly en⸗ 
idyned, that the-Churche ſhoulde rolicus 
the pwꝛe, helpe the ep nents oꝛphanes 
diſeaſed, and im eople, ſhoulde e- 
ref and mapntayne 400 es houſes, holpi⸗ 
tals, burial places, and ſpittles Pꝛouiſton 
alſo was made fo2 the due diſtribution ol 
the godes of the Churche into foure _ 

tions, whereof = dne, and that the 
ter poꝛtion was lotted to the needie 1725 
ple onely,the other poztions were _ 
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noted of all men, 
gurre (to wit that t 


The Poore mans aduocate. y 


wed in lodging ſtraungers, burying: the 


dead, and healing tho diſeaſed, and it was 


fraightly loked vnto, that the gods ar 
the Cburche ſhoulde not be alienated 55 
tonuerted to anꝝ other vſe. By 
things we may conce vue, that the c 
of God dothe acknowledge, that this ol⸗ 
fice of pzouiſion foz the peze belongeth 
fo hir, 3s hy a peculiar commiſſion oz 
charge from Almightie God, Pozecuer 
inthe Cannon lawe, very many Can- 
nons are extant te the ſame effec, wher- 
of parte wers colleaed out of the Coun⸗ 
eels which we haue mentioned; but the 
greater parte ware bozrowed from the 
reſcriptes and amc weres of Biſhopa, out 
of the learned commentaries of the holy 
fathers, c «lwads.-as ſhall furthcr ap- 
peare in our diſcourſe, Jn whiche Can- 
nons, that is woꝛthy to be obleruch and 
which-dothe ſo gften-oc- 
gods of the church 
&cb) are called the 
theſe, 


churches are by a 
d to noꝛiſh and ſucco2 


be hyſtazies, eſpecially 
B. iu. Eccle⸗ 


(by &vſyalt bindet 


The Poore mans aduocate. | 
Eccleſiaſticall, do teach vs'mozeouer,thaf 


the gouernours of all congregations, euen 
krom the beginning (after that religion 
began to ſpꝛead it ſelfe ſomwhat at large, 
and that Chꝛiſtians mighte as it were 
bꝛeath, and retouer them ſelues vnder fas 
uourable pꝛinces)did with great cars and 
fidelitie reſpecte the caſe ol the nodie, mis 
niikring bountifuily things necellarie to 
the pwꝛe bzethzen, whiche recepued the 
fapth, and pꝛetermitting none of all thoſe 
things, which might be required foꝛ the 
mayntenance of the needie: wherby oftens 
times the heathen adusrſaries were mo⸗ 
ued both to reteiue and embꝛate our reli⸗ 
gion. Whervpon the wicked lulianus ve⸗ 
bemently enuping that gwd repozt of the 

chziſtians, willed (as witnelleth 50zome- 
- menus hit. Tripertitæ lib. 6. cap. 29.) that 
vis pagane Byſhops ſhould builde hoſpi- 
tals, and almes houſes; arid p2ouide foz 
the neꝛdie, accoꝛding as our Byſhops has 
done befoze them. ny Byſhops are re- 
noumed foz- ſelling the golden and ſiluer 


veſſels, and other riche oznamentes of 
the Churche, to ſuſtayne their pouertie 
when time 6 zu which number 
ars 


N 
7 5 


NR 
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„gare reckned by Socrates Conſtinopolitanis 
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hi Tripe. li. io. ca. 6. Acacius Biſhopꝑ at 4- 

midenum;by Doſsidonius Calanentis, Au- 
guſtine by clierome, Exuperius biſhop at Þ 

7 ./ofa, by many waiters, Ambroſius by- 

ſhop of £:4a»e, and Germanus of Al- 

ciodeon. and of. other waiters ſundzie o⸗ 

ther. In like maner the Wiſhops are re- 

pozted cuen to haus abzidged them ſelues 

of many things, and beſtowed them on 

ſuche as were oppzeiſed with ſcarcitie : 


which we reade is noted by certayne wꝛi⸗ 
ters, ot Ciprianus, Ex i 2nanius, Lupus Scno- 


uenſis. &c. But wherefoze- ſerue all theſe 


_ appertayne to them, and that they true- f 


teſtimonies x ſurely that it may appeare 
manifeltly,that all the heads of the chur⸗ 
ches haue p2ofcfſed alway, that the care 
of the foſtering of the poꝛe dothe chicfly 


ly were not conftitnte to be poſleſſours 
and owners, but onely ſtewards and diſ- 
polers ofthe Churche gods, Which ſelfe 
things in times paſte induced the kings, | 
pulnces,nobles,z ech rich man toconfcrre | 
and beſtowe yerely reuenewes, landes, 

and fermes vpon the Churche, and to be⸗ Y 
ah them in their wzitten teſtaments. 


B. iii. Foz 
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was faithfully diſtributed vnto the pwꝛe, 
they choſe rather to commit thoſe things 
which they minded to deale in alines to 


the diſpoſition of the truſtis ofkicers of 


the church, who knew belt the ſkate sf the 
poꝛe, than to do it by them ſelnes, Do 


greatly did that vntyꝛed diligente of the 


Churche in reltening the pw2e, heaps vp 
great riches to that ſame vle. 

Neither is if obſcure 02 vnknowne, by 
how many meanes the kings,p2inces and 


ciuill magiſtrates, after they once began 


to reuerence the chꝛiſtian religion, £ to be 
baptiſed in the name of Chʒyſt, did deelare 
that they would with like endeuoar- kar⸗ 
ther the cauſe of foſtering and cheriſhing 
the poꝛe. Foꝛ very many of the dilbutſed 


boſpitalles, alines houſes, houſes foz 
aged people, and ſpittles: which Eulc- 
bius Hitt. Eccl. lib. 9. cap. 10. repozteth of 
Conſtantinus, Theodoſia, and Valentinia- 
nus, who were wonke (as it appeareth 
Friper. Hiſto. lib. 12. 2.) ts erercife an 
admirable liberalitie towards p poꝛe, by 
Atticus . of C A A But the 


wiſe 


Foz when they marked, that the almes 


ropall charges towards the buplding of 


” 
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wyke of Valentinianus (as is declared, Tri- 
part hitt. ib. . cap. 31.) went from hoſpital 
fo hoſpitall to min iſter vnto the ntedie, ta⸗ 
king as much paines as any hired ſeruant 
wold. The wziters haue not left in ſilence 
but haue with greate conſente aduaunced 


luſtinianus the firſte, Iyberius the ſeconde, 


Coſtantinus, who was called lconomacus, 
Carolus ſurnamed Magnus, Lodouicus Pi* 
the firſt, Ocho the firſt, ſecond, and thyzd, 
Henricus the firſt and ſecond, Lothatius the 
ſeconde, Sigilmundus , and other Cmpe- 
roures, foꝛ their readpneſſe in helping ths 
pwꝛe, and in building, conſeruing and bew⸗ 
tiſfying the common UYoſlpitals of the nee» 
die. But the Frenche kings haue ſeemed to 
excell in this behalfe, 4 eſpecially Childe- 
bertus the founder ot the Yoſpital at o 
(wherof mention 1s made in the councell 
of Aurelian the fifth) Dagabertus, Glotari- 
us, Robertus, the fon ef Hugo Capetis, Lu- 
douicus (who did ferde daylys; 120, needie 
ſoules, and beſydes buylded a noble hoſpi- 
tal at far ) Ludouicus Craflus, andothers, 
Che kings of England alſo did at lengthe 
not flackly ſeke renoume by liberalitis to⸗ 
wards the pe. OI valdus, Alfredus, Ecca- 
bn B. v. rus, 
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rut, Guntho, the Henries and Edvvards. Ae 

mon p the Bocmianc, Vutnzeſlaus is ęxtol⸗ 

led: In payne, Alfonſus the tenth: among 

the Venetian, Petrus Vrleolus, and to bes 
wort, there is no kingdome, no pꝛouince, 
no ſeigniozie, no common wealth, whyichs 
doth not even with glozie aduaunce their 
kings, pꝛinces, and magiſtrates, carefully 
pꝛocuring t decreœing things deemed pꝛo⸗ 
fitavle faz the ſuccaure of the nadie, Fo2 - 
C)2itians haue alwapes acknawledged, 
but eſpecially the Pagiitrats,y the charge 
of the whole ciuile ſocietie, ano in it, not 
only the riche, but alſo the paze,. (wbichs 
is the greater parte of that ſocietie) is en- 
iopned th? by al:nightis Sod. Wihervats 
that apectataeth, when we ſer that renau⸗ 
med pꝛinces haue added manp decrees un- 
to the Roman lawes, where they c<:nand 
pal magiſtrates ſhold apply the ir muides 
wholly ts furtber y cauſe of the pwze. F oʒ 
fo it is cõmaũded Codicy li. de fur a uctu 
ecoletiſs et Card « prialegys. L, priwlegs 4, L ge- 
weral. L. ſancus” ei Again. De 7000 op e cle 
vie. L,014 priuilegia. "© fp 1 quis ad act linaan, 
wher we may obſerue many things wile⸗ 
ly £ relgtoully odeined ſoz the cd ind 1 
y itie 


f their charters haue giuen thẽ ) e alſo defen- 


the magiſtrates in whoſe circuite they are 
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litie of the poꝛe, þ maintenaunce of hoſpi⸗ 
tats,almes hcuſcs,ſpitties,and houles foz 
aged people, and the right diſpoſing of the 


church gods, Pozconer,p law which is cx- 


tat, Cogcis l. I/ de validis medicaribns, Was 


made fo2 p ſuſtenãce ofthe true pouertie. 
In þ Autentikes you may obſ erue certain 
things repeted inculcate to p like effect. 
To tonclude, we may behoide thzoughout 
many colleges of the poꝛe oz almes hou⸗ 
ſes endued, not only with great riches, but 
alſo ſingular pꝛiuileges (aboue thoſe which 


ded by al itregth of law, right c equitie, by 


ſituate. Which things ſith they are ſuch, it 
is an eaſie matter to iudge, that it moſt of 
all behoueth ſuch, as do fit to gouerne the 
helme of the comon wealth, with all ſtu⸗ 
die and diligence, to fozſce how the pouer⸗ 
tie whiche are diſperſed in theyz Cities 
do liue, whether they begge, which might 
by other meanes pꝛouide foz themſelues, 


whether p true pouertie 4 feeble people be 


neclected, and whether the riches of the 


almes houſes be faithfully diſpoſedo2.not. 


- Finally all theſe tende to this end, e foz 
this 


—— 


but ol ſuche as are of power and authozi- 
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this intent verily we haue in this pꝛeſtnt 
place heaped them togyther , that beſs2s 


we pꝛocæde farther and cõſult moze plen- 


fifally of the maner of relening the pW e, 
it mape be manifeſte, ta whome chiefly, all 


our whole ation is directed, and who 
be they who me we would haue to regard 
that which we will ſette fozth, Foz thys 


_ trulyis a buſinefſe vergneceſſarie and p20 


ſitable, but yet harzeam difficile: and re- 


fewe,but of many ; neyther of eche man, 


tie: wherof alſo it commeth that altheugh 


quiretbe. the furtheraunce not of one oz 


it be ol god intent pꝛopounded, pet all men 


doe what they can, vtterlp to reiect it from 


themſelues. Foz things are grown to this 
poynt, and (alas) all charitie is waxed ſs 
cold in mens myndes, that as often as the 
pw2ze mans caſs is called to mynd, no man 
thinket h, that it is his part to vnderſtande 
it, but one turns it on an others ſhouiders. 
The miniſters of the charches complain, 
that thep can doe nothing in ſo great a bu⸗ 
fineTe alone:and in ſome places the whole 
right of diſpoinꝑ the church gods is not in 
70 paiver, in ſome once they are not 


14: able * 


an'o2der, and toperfozme other things of 


put from them this godly wozk, innume⸗ 


The Poore mans 2duocate. _ 
able fo rule the multitude, ta fo2bid vali⸗ 
ant beggers, to reduce the pdle perſons to 


7 


lpke ſoʒt. Contrarpwyſe the ciuile magi⸗ 
ſtrates pꝛetende, that this whole matter 


was always committed to the Churches, 


on Whom great riches and large pziuiled⸗ 


ges were therefoze beſtowed, bycauſe it 


is their p2opze office to nouriſhe the pe, 
t other ſuch things, thoſe whiche are wil⸗ 
ling to dzawe backewarde, do alledge. 

But when by this meanes all men doe 


rable pe people muſt n@des periſh, and 

by neglecting, (oz mee truely to be ſapd) 
conte mpt of theſe miſetable creatures, oʒ 
rather of Ch2itt himſelfe, who hath czdei⸗ 
ned, p the poꝛe ſhold remain al wais w vs 
in his ſtead, infinite euils muſt nerds daily 


lpꝛing vp in maus ſocietie. But belcue me 


cycſe'men ſhall neuer be able thus to ſa⸗ 
tiſfie their dueties, all ſuch exceptions are 
emptie and barrain. it is but vaine to ſecke 
ſuche ſtarting holes. Foz this cauſe of the 
pouertie, is not lapde on a-fewe mennes 
ſhoulders only: but it apertaineth equally 
to wan as pꝛoleſſe ꝑ name of Cheyſt. 


The 
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Che diuine pꝛomiſes and pzeceps of liber 


whiche deſpiſe the pouertpe, and in them 
Chꝛiſt hym ſelſe, are pꝛopoſed ta all men 
which are able to do any thing in that be⸗ 
halfe, and are to be embꝛaced as well ot 
the politize magifrates, as ol the Eccle⸗ 
ſtaſtical gouernours. And in deve a great 
and.wozthy wozke can neuer be fyniched 
by afewe. Thereloꝛe it be houeth all men 
topntly to lay to their healpe and handes, 
and to laboure togytber foꝛ the ſame ſtout⸗ 
ly, whiche we wiſhe may redounde to the 
glozye of God, and to the vtilitye of the 
whole multitude. Chat thing cannot long 
endure. which is not eſtabliſhed by the v⸗ 
nitie of the mindes and publique conſents 
of alt menne. Finally wer ler h daylye 
experience that the godly pꝛeachers in the 
Churche doe lape theyz 1 foundation in 
vayne, as long as the magiſtrates doenot 
vouchſafe to lay to the ir healping hands to 
make vp the reſt of the building. Therfoze 


on the one ſide the elders of the Churche, 


as it were Uanderdbearers, on the other 


fide 


lalitic towards the pwze, whiche are ex⸗ 
tant in the ſacred Bwle, yea x the thꝛeat⸗ 
nings oz puniſhementes agaynſt baſe. 


y 


| 
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ſyve, the gouernours of the comon welth 
muſte mate in one place, and conſulte ta⸗ 
gither, hows they may honeſtly pꝛouids 
foz the pouertie within their circuites. 


2 Chapter. 2. 


Hovve many things there be in theſe 
vrretched tymes, yyhich ought 
to moue vs to helpe 
the Poore. 


Ut J hope that al me of what ſs 
euer degree, but eſpecially they 


F a +35 Iv 
1 - "Ls 


IE: wbyche haue the chieſe rule in 
tte cities, u il then moze chtere⸗ 


kully take papnes in deliberatyng foz the 


publike liberalitie towards the pwze, whẽ 
Iſhal haue ſet befoze their epes, hom mas 
nythings are offered in theſe wzetched ty⸗ 
mes Which onght of god: right to dꝛawe e 
tempel men therto. à irſt I nun to expli⸗ 
tate how neodful it is. atm but elpecial⸗ 


p they p are of greateit antio21tte in p cbs 
mon welth, be as viltgent as pcfiivie. theꝝ 
map, in kurthering p poꝛe peoples cauie. 
The Apoſtle Paule going avcute to ex⸗ 
tl | hoz6 
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hozte the Coꝛinthians to ſende rel fe to 
the bꝛethzen at Her uſalen whiche were 


oppꝛelled with ſcarcitie, in the latter Epi⸗ 
ſtle Chap. S. ſpeakoth to them in this wiſe. 
Therefoze as pou abound in euery thing, 
in faith and woꝛde, in knowlege,and in al 
diligence, and in yourc loue towards vs, 
enen ſo ſc that you, abound in this grace 
alſo. Fo2lothe the Apoitle wold ſignifye, 
that in them whyche are commended foz 
their faith and other woꝛthy gifts and ver- 
tues, a ſingular liberalptie towards the 
po3e ought alſo to ſhine, nx ither can theſs 
foʒmer vertues cõſiſt without this. wher⸗ 
foʒe it lyketh me now to ve the ſame rea- 
ſon almott, and to ſpeake thus to all godly 
magiſtrates. There is none of you all, 
7 wozthy magiſtrates,” whiche dothe 
ot pꝛoł̃eſſe befoꝛe all men, that he repo⸗ 
ſeth his faith w his whole harte in Chꝛiſt 
Jeſu our Sauiour, and would be reckened 


amang luche as reuerente the name of 


Chziſt. If therefoze vou haue faith and des 
ſire that other ſhoulde accoumpte you ſo, 
then truly it is necellary that you declare 
that faith, in ſhewingfozth al manner du⸗ 
ties at charitpe, but . liberalitpe 


tos 
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ko wards pour domeſticall pouertie. Jt can 
not be choſen, but that ſuche frutes muſte 
needes follow a trus and liuelp fapth. Be⸗ 
ſide this, there is no ſubiect, whiche dothe 
not fully account that pou do ſufficientelp 
know what vou ought to doe in the affai⸗ 
res of the common wealth, which is com⸗ 
mitted to your truſte, and ſpectally in the 
behalfe of the poꝛe and innocent:and that 
both vou tan and wil cherefully perfozme 
thoſe things which appertapne to your of 
fice, whiche are both iuſtlp commaunded 
and ſtraightely exacted by the lawe of al⸗ 
mightte God, and wherof you make an in⸗ 
uiolable pzamiſe,at ſuche tyme as by othe 
and certain vſuall ceremonies you are 0s 
penly admitted to your effice, And in the 
meane tyme you are not ignoꝛaunt, that 
that ſeruant which knoweth his maſters 
will, and dothe it not, ſhall be beaten ſoꝛe 
with many ſtripes. Wherfoz e make your 
account, that pour iutegritie and diligence 
in doing youre office ſhall neuer be appꝛo⸗ 
ued of God oz godly men, befoze pou haue 
pꝛouided a meane in youre comon wealth 
to releeue the poꝛe, whiche arc alway the 
greater part in any ſocietie. Men may be 
C. decep⸗ 
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detepued and moked, but God will not 
luſter him (ele ts be deluded. Neyther is 
there ( beleue me) any moze commodious 
wap, wherebp vou may (which alſo of du⸗ 
type you cugyte to pꝛouide loz) withholde 
from pour owns heads, and your ſubiecs, 
the paniſh:;nfts which God offended with 
dur ſpnnes daplp thꝛeatneth, yea : which 
we do pꝛeſentiꝑ ſe and feele, then it eu bs 
yours counſels and examples, as wyth a 
watche woꝛde, do ercitate al other to a res 
vines to lyghten the mileries of the poꝛe. 
Certes, the ſame counſell which that wiſe 
Daniell gaue long ſince to Nabuchadne- 
zar the king of Babylon, to wit; That whe 
the wzath of God dyd hang oger hym, he 
choulde endeudur to reveeme his ſpnnes 
with giuing almes, 2 bis iniquities with 
compalliõ on the poꝛe, ſo ſhould his faults 
be ſauled oz healed: Let all magiſtrates 
thinke that the ſame counſell is now gi⸗ 
uen them, and ik they defire to turne gods 
vezath from! them, then let them followe 
that without delaye. Howe many com⸗ 
plaints of honeſt Ciitzes are euer where 
dayly heard, tending to the ſame effect 2 
Some complayne that they are moleſted 


| 
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| at their dozes wyth the impoꝛtunate and 
| ſhameleſle petitions, and perpetuall clas 
12 mo2s of many beggers. It gretly greueth 
5 others that daply whether ſocuer they go 
o2 turne themlelues, they meet with innns 
merable valiaunt beggers, fœding theme 
ſelues pleſantlp and in filthie iolenelle by 
other mens ſweat, Other repoꝛt, that in 
the whole Cittie they cannot eaſily fynde 
them that wil be hyꝛed to wozke wyth the 
foz money and coimpetet meat and dzinke 
whe they haue neede: ea ſome men doubt, 
that it will ſhoztly fall out that hãdy crafts 
p ſhaibe vtterlp lefte and negleged, when 
ſuch as ſhould and are able to learne c ex⸗ 
erciſe them, will fall rather to an idle beg⸗ 
gin, than to wozke and laboure. Many ob - 
ſerue and marke the hozrivie and infinite, 
triches ok ſuch as begge from doꝛe to doꝛe, 
and all men almoſt ſee that they are conta⸗ 
minate with ſundzy kinds ol wickednes. 
hereby alſo many god men make a 


ſcruple, and withdꝛawe their hand kr ge⸗ 
uing, while they keare p ther is no reward 
dio be loked foz of almighty God fo2 almes 
pll veſtowed on the wicked. Foz they 
thinke rather that he ſynneth greeuouſly, 
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which miniſtreth any thing to him, whom 
he iudgeth vnwoꝛthp, and fozeſeth that he 


will ſhamefully abuſe it. Pozeouer cer⸗ 
tapne honeſt Cittizens are ſoze vexed in 
their conſciences, when they ſmell that the 
true pouertie, whiche ether thozow conti⸗ 
nuall diſeaſes can not, 92 foz baſhfulneſſs 
oʒ ſome other cauſe dare not come avb2ode, 
do periſh by hunger, yea in ſome places do 
rotte in their miſerable and lothſome dil⸗ 
eaſes, whoſe care leſſe contempt no doubt 
Gad will at length ſharply reuege, Ther⸗ 
foze on the one ſide they are mon ed not to 
giue any thing to thoſe : and on the other 


ſive while the true pouerties caſe is vn⸗ 


known, the occaſton of their liberalitte is 


taken from them, To conclude, the Citi⸗ 


jens vniuerſally deſtre, that beggers, eſpe⸗ 
cially valiaut and able of body, mape be 
b20ught in oꝛder: and that the true pouer⸗ 
tie, that is, ſuch as are deſeaſed by age ſick⸗ 
nes oꝛ other caſualtie map be pꝛouided foz 


_ andfynally that ſome certaine way maye 
be p2eſcribed fo2 the right ex pending and 
diſpoſing of the common almes. 
Nowe let vs ſœ, how many things are 
found in the pouertis the ſelues, which re- 
quirs 


JL om 
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p quire ſome new refo2zmation. Among the 
pouertie ſome are ſounde and lulty, ſome 
diſeaſed t feevie : ſome are of ripe peares, 
and at mannes ſtate, ſome pong, and pet in 


their childhood: and again, ſome are of the 
male ſexe, ſome female. Firſt therfoze we 
ſe in what ſozte thoſe valiant perſons doe 
liue, whom foz peares we would tudge to 
be men: but they ſopaſſe all their lyfe, that 
a man may doubt, whether they be chꝛiſti⸗ 

ans, oz Jewes,o2 Lurkes, Foz they neuer 

s * FCſetfote within the churche,but alway lye 
| befoze the church dozes,oz wher they may 
be ſo ſuſtred, in the midſt of the ſtreetes, in 
croſſeways, on b2tdges,and thoſe places, 
whither they know ther is moſt cõcourſe 
of people, So that theꝝ neuer heare godly 
ſermons, they learne no point of chꝛiſtian 
religion, and much leſſe vie the ſacramets 
in common with others And by reaſon 
they ſeldom ſtay in one place, # wandzing 
euer where do often change their ſople Et 
aire, but neuer their mynde, no man exa⸗ 
mineth their lyfe : no paſto2, no teacher, 
no deacon, noꝛ any other ſuppoſeth that he 
ought to regard their ſaluation:t although 
perchance they carie a woman about with 
C. ly. them 


r —— 
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them, vet is it vnknowne Whether they 


liue in lauful wedlock, oꝛ rather paſſe their 


time in the licectous luſts of whoꝛdom, in 
which fate of lyſe in the end they happen 
to die:is there any cauſe J pzaye you why 
we ſhould iudge them better than beaſts 2 
And this which J haue here ſapde of men, 
may lykewile be vnderſtod of pong wo⸗ 
men, pong men, childꝛen Foz they are al 
equally vnliklful in g articles of religion. 
And is it not greatly to be pitied, and with 
vnkapned teares to be lamented, that al- 
molti inlinite beggers ſhoulde thus periſhe 
lpke bzute beaſtes, without God, without 
law without al knowledge of their ſoules 
health: whoſe deſtruction to whom ſhal it 


ve imputed, but to the heads ol the church, 


and the magiſtrates, to whom it belögetb 
to pꝛouide, that asmany as liue in any 
place Within tbeir circuites, ſhoulde pꝛo⸗ 
kelle the name of Chꝛiſte, and reusrence 
tim, and ſhoulde declare themſelues to be 
chʒillians by ſome confeſſion of the Chꝛi⸗ 
{tian articles, and the vſe of the Scaras 
mentes 2 Pozeouer, by what pzactiſes, 
deceptes, and ſuttleties, doe the mofle 
parte of thele gette theyz lyupng: 
Sure⸗ 
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g Surely they make a gayne and a fatte en 


creaſe of their begging, whereby they 
w2ing out of the ſimple libcralitie of god 
Citizens, not only ſufficiente ts pzeſerue 
þ nature: but alſs to lathe out and waſte in 
| riot, and ſkolne bainquets,woth feaiting 
| quaffing and whoze hunting. Which that 
they may the eallier atchiue, ene kapneth 
bim ſelfe to be a ſtraunger and to dwell 
far off, deſpꝛing releſe to help hym home ⸗ 
ward, that his houſe and all his gods haus 
ben walled wyth fyze, oz water, oz be 
w20g iudgment at the law, oꝛ ſome other 
caſualty.an other lyeth ſaping that he hath 
Ache wife, x many ſmal childꝛen at home: 
one maketh a ſhew of new x triage kinds 
of vicers,danbing his ſhins, oꝛ his armes, 
with roſen, krankenſence, pitch, blcud, and 
ather cozruptio: an other lalleth down vo⸗ 
lantarily in the midſt of p i reate, tearing 
his body, trembling euer iopnt, foming 
at y mouth as though he had þ falling ſick- 
þ neſle:other coiiterfait halting, lamene lle, 
. maimedneſſe,deafnes blindnes,madnes, 
bobneſle, + Þ is moſt to be marueled at, as 
thogh it wer not ſufficift to vſe theſe pꝛac 
files + wozds cuuningly framed ta entice 
C.Uiz, and 
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and bewitche mens eyes offentymes alſo 
they thewe letteas , J knowe not from 
whence, to get credite to their impudent 
lies whers they are not knowne. At my 
being at Lutetia now called , J ſaws 


one Rooatus a chiefe deuiſer of ſuch krau⸗ 


des, who (by repozt was wont to ſet open 
as it were a ſchole oz ſhop ofthe ſame, and 
fo teach rales of this wicked arte to ſuche 
as woulde reſozte to him: who alſo was 
founde to haue ſcraped ſo muche together 
therby, v he gaue a riche dowzie wyth his 
daughter. Now when theſe men by theſe 
frauds, deceyts : engins do moue al ſozts 
of me to pitie them, 4 to giue them almes, 
and ſ&yng they bes not altogyther help⸗ 
leſſe, (fo2 they myghte , vf they woulde, 
fede themſelues by their owne handy las 
bour) but do willingly t wittingly ſnatch 
all the almes from the true pouertie, as it 
were the mozſell out of their mouth: who 
ſeth not that they are giltie of euill pꝛac⸗ 
tiſes ( whiche woꝛde is not conuenient 1- 
nough foz the vnwoꝛthinelle of the thing) 
but alſo of theft and ſacrilege? Pet is this 
deceptful pꝛactiſe comon to men, women, 
t childzen. But theſe, _ are but trifles 
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in reſpect of thoſe which J will nowe re- 
pozte. Theſe valiant beggers haue bene 
taken wandzing as ſpies throughout the 
Pouinces and dom inions of kings, to 
hearken craftily foz rumours of peace oz 
warre, of the counſels t deuiſes of kings 
and pꝛinces, to carrie letters of treaſon, 
and ſometime to play the treato2s them 
ſelues, to ſhew the enimies the hie wayes 
and pozts,to ſet on fy2e cities, boꝛoughes, 
ſtreetes and villages: to burne vp the ripe 
co2ns fieldes and wodes: to infeae the 
ſpꝛings and welles with poyſon : to com⸗ 
mitte rapes, murthers, and robberies in 
wods and thickes,and thꝛough the whole 

countreys, They accompanie one while 
with one woman, and an other time with 
an other, and care not foz ſtable matri⸗ 
monie: the moſte of the women do pꝛo⸗ 
ſtitute thein ſelues to who ſo euer wyll, 
andinfecte many with the French pocks, 
oz other moze nopſome diſeaſes: Thep 
thinke they may without controlemente 
ſtealeclothes,meate,o2 dzinke out of gar⸗ 
dens and houſes ; and to the ende they 


may the ſoner moue to pitie honeſt and 
ſimple matrons with hauing childzen at 
C.v, their 
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their tayle, they ſteale other folkes chil⸗ 
dꝛen, and caſt thẽ off againe at their plea⸗ 
ſure. Their owne childzen they lap fwzth, 
(and it hath bene hearde that ſome haue 
d2owned them, ſome haue lefte them 
in the wods fo2 wilde beaſts) they mingle 
poyſons to make bareneiſe,x teach others 
to do the like: they play p baudes betwene 
citizens childꝛen, and adulterers: they car- 
rie letters, tokens and gifts betweene lo⸗ 
uers. A am aſhamed to reckẽ theſe things, 
and yet they are knowne to be true, and 1 
haue not hitherto ſpoken all, So farfe;th 
is it tw true that is ſaid comonly: / auper- 
- 245 tunpia cogit. pouertie fozceth much wic⸗ 
kedneſſe: & Eurip.ſayth, Þ pouertie + lack 
teacheth a man much euil. £herfoze if we 
delice to hinder ſa many enozmities, to 
ſtap in time ſo many outrages, to dziue 
out ofthe common wealth this warme of 
bopelee men, the it is neceſſarie that the 
magiſtrates begin ſome trade, whereby 
the whole pouertie may at once be bꝛou⸗ 
ght in oꝛder. 

I haue ſpoken hitherto of the valiaunt 
beggers. Nowe it remayneth that we ins 
treat of ſuch as are not valiant, but may 

0 
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ol god right be called the pouertie. Amog 
theſe, ſome are bꝛokt with age, t bert ued 
ok all ſtrength: other are tozmented with 
ſickneſle, vicers,+ continuall maladies, & 
lye lurking in ſome homely cottage ; and 
in the meane time none attende on them, 


with hunger + penury of all things, while 
none come at them.You may le pwze ws⸗ 


men beſct with a flock of little childze ene 


periſh, beeing ty2ed with p daily houlings 
and teares of them, while they alke byeav 
oz other things, whiche they haue not to 
giue, ⁊ cõſumed with continual griefs day 
and night. To theſe this miſerie aboue the 
reſt may be iopned: Certain eut as it wer 
bozn to calamitie æ wzetchednes,altho by 


p liberalify of other ſomtime they get ſom 


thing, pet they can not vſe it rightly, they 
haue no fozecaſt,no knowledge to gupde 
their ſubKFaunce,they neuer thinke of ſpa- 
ring 92 fragalitie,they are vnſkilful in oʒ⸗ 
dering of cucry thing,they go about what 


ſo ener vnaduiſedly + y2opoiterouſly,thep 


baue no regarde of health, oz time, oz any 
thing elſe : fo be ſho2t,they are ſuch as tho 
they bad gret ——— in ſhozt time they 


will 


ſo that they weare away by little & little 
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will periſhe with penurie. So that it is 
needful that tutours and ouerſœrs ſhould 
be appoynted foꝛ theſe, aſwell as fo2 Dz- 
phanes. But howe many are there which 
pet remayne vnknowne and obſcure, 
which deſerue right wel to be releeued by 


the common almes. Foz oftentimes it 


falleth out, that ſame which occupying ho⸗ 
neft handie crafts,o2z marchaundiſe were 


in gad caſe to liue, maꝑ contrary bothe to 


their owne and other mens expedation of 
them, be bzought to extreme pouertie, net 
thꝛough their owne default: but being 
circumuented by ſubtill creditours, oꝛ de⸗ 
ceyued by (lack detters, oz opp2elled with $i 
vſuries, oꝛ ſpoyled of their wares in ioꝛ⸗ 

neping,oz thzuit out of their heritage by 

the foꝛce of their aduerſarie, and iniquitie 


of cozrupt iudges, oz exhauſt with many 


exadions, oꝛ conſumed with ſodayne fy2e, 
ſhipwzacke, oz other caſualties. Thele 
men, whereas befoze they were had in 
eſtimation, and now fearing to come in 
contempt,they dare not open their caſe, 
but cloke it as much as they are able, and 


belive , beeing of a baſhfull nature, they 
co:nplayne to none, noz craue nothing of 
any, 
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any. Therefoze at home they pyne with 
kamine, and foꝛ very greefe of minde they 


can not tell what is beſt to be done, but 
ſurely to liue, and with other men to be⸗ 
holde the light is fedious to them. Whole 
netellitie, except it be relieued in time, it 
can not be but that they muſte needes 
weare away by little and little with mi⸗ 
ſerie and mourning;Laſtly there remaine 
innumerable childzen, creeping and runs 
ning in the poꝛe cottahes, which are to be 
loked vnto. But the parents llouth, igno⸗ 
rance oꝛ beggerie, oꝛ all theſe togither, do 
let them from learning in their tender 
veres the elements of Chziſtian religion, 
from accuſtsming honeſt and ciuill ma⸗ 
ners, and from applying their mindes to 
learae ſome art and labour, as peres come 
on, What then; ſhall we ſuffer theſe in⸗ 
nocent childzen (among whome doubtles 
ſome are bozne to god deſtinies, t mighte 
in time to come ſitte to gouerne the com⸗ 
mon wealth with god ſacceſle) to be coz- 
rupted while they are but blades, and to 
growe vp as bzute beaſtes without all 
knowledge of godlpneſſe oz honeſtie? 
5. map not be. Therefoze the Pagi- 
ſtrates 
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ſtrafcs (which are the general tutoꝛs and 
and ouerſœrs, and 5 may wel (ay parẽts, 
(foz they are called ate hate, of al that 
dwell in their citie) muſt know that theſs 
are eſpecially committed to them by al- 
mightie God: they muſt pzouide by lame 
meanes, that theſe may be well nourtu⸗ 

red in godlyneſſe, in god maners, in hos 
neſt artes, whereby they map get their li⸗ 

uing in time to come. And thus hitherto 
doubt least in fo many wo2ds) J haue 
ſhe wed hole needefull it is to take whol⸗ 

| fame aduiſe foz the reltefe of the necelli⸗ 
ties of the pw2e. It reſteth that we ſhewe 
 howe many commodities ſhall enſue to 
al eſtates, when that which we pꝛopound 
hall be accompliſhed, Foz not onely the 
p@2e, but all and ſingular the Citizens, 
yea and the Pagiſtrates them ſelues ſhall 
feele no ſmall commodities by this godly 
02dinaunce. Foz truely the Pafiiſtra- 
tes may well counte it a great gayne, 


to acthicue this glozie te them ſelues 


koz euer, that they by furthering the po- 
uerties cauſe , haue delinered the com- 
mon wealth from greate and daungerous 
diſcommodities and encombꝛances: that 


they 


2 
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they haue purged it of that finke of deſpe⸗ 
rate men, {4 meane valiant beggers : that 
they haue bene the meane that many foꝛ⸗ 
lozne men doe liue honeſily , godly, and 
quietly, vndoubted and immoztall pzayſe 
relteth fo2 al ſuche as declare them ſelucs 
zelous in this behalte. It is alſo moſt cer⸗ 
tayne, that whatſocuer trauell the Pagi⸗ 
ſtrates ſhal beſtswe and emplop in fauoz 
of the pouertie, they ſhall percepne it at 
length largely recompenſed, al wel by god 
him ſelfe,as by men, Thus ſhall it be re⸗ 
compenſed of men, when as many as ſhal 
vnder ſtande them ſelues to be holpen by 
the publike liberalitie, Mall alwayes be 
readie to obey and plcaſs by all mea⸗ 
nes, eſpeciallp they will commende thoſe 
deuoute Magiſtrates in their pꝛapers to 
Almightie God , and pzay hartilye foz 
their ſafetie. The which benecfite there 
is no cauſe why any ſhoulds accounte 
as a (mall matter. Foz God dothe wil⸗ 
linglp heare the pꝛapers and cryes of the 
pœze, and there is nothyng ſo highs oz 
excellente, but by pꝛapers it mape bes 
obtapned of Almightie God, which the 
Apotile aule willeth al me attetinely to 
Tonſi⸗ 
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conſider, when.2,Co2.9. be ſayth. Chat the 
pouertie do gine thanks continnall, and 
glozilie Gad, and pꝛap foz the ſaluation of 
thole whiche itudite foz to relieve their 
lacke, and in the ſame| place wiſhing 
toexcite all men to exerciſe liberalitie to- 
wardes the poꝛe, he doubteth not to af- 
firme, that God can bꝛing to paſſe,that the 
whole benifite may redound to them that 
giue, 2 hauing all ſufficiencie in al things 
they may abounde in cuery god grace, as 
it is wꝛitten Plalm. ua. e hath diſperſed 
ab2oade,and giuen to the poze, his righ⸗ 
teouſneſle remapneth foz euer. Whiche 
things, fithe they be true (foz who wyll 
doubte of the ſentence of the boly ghoſt) 
all magiſtrates oughte thꝛoughly to be 
perſuaded, that they ſhall not loſe that 
labour which they beſtowe in pzomoting 
the cauſe of the poꝛe: but that they ſhall 
receyue at Gods hande, who ſuffereth no 
god wozke to paſſe varewarded, ſome 
bleſſing,either in ſpirituall and internall 
things, oz in tempoꝛall and erternall, oz 
in both. To doubt of the pzomiſes of God 
if were a great wickedneſſe. But no man 
is able to utter bow many and how great 
cdtommo⸗- 
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commonittes ſhall enſue to the pouertie 
them ſelues, the matter being ſo oꝛdered 
foz them as we will after declare. Fyzit 
they which hitherto were vtterly negle- 
c&ed,ſo that it was not knowne whether 
they were Chziſtians, oz of ſome ſtrange 
religion, hereafter Chall be pꝛeſente de- 
uoutly af the holy aſſemblies with other 
gsdly men, ſhall here attentiuelp the ſer⸗ 
mons and interpꝛetations of holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures, ſhall learne the articles and ele⸗ 
ments of CThziſttanitte, ſhall vſe the Sa⸗ 
craments inſtitute by Ch2ylt with fayth 
and reuerence, ſhall liue hencefoꝛth iuſt⸗ 
ly,deuoutly and ſoberly:to be bꝛiefe, none 
ok all thoſe things which are required to 
their ſoules healthe (hall be withholden 
from them, But eſpecially thoſe valiaunt 
beggers, which we diſcried to be conta⸗ 
minate with euery kinde of wickedneſſe, 


ſhal be bꝛought in oꝛder, and beeing gent⸗ 
Ilgp admoniſhed, ſhall renounce their vn⸗ 


graciouſneſſe, and returne into the righte 
wap, oz being conſtrapned by ſharper 
coꝛrection, ſhall be wear ot it. By which 
mtanes, beſides that hozrible outrages, 
as . whozdome, murther, fyzings, 
D, any 
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and treaſons (and who can recken the 
reſt:)ſhal be auoyded out of the common 
wealth: they alſo which ſemed to be caſt⸗ 
awapes, and giuen ouer to eternall dam⸗ 
nation, ſhall ſee agapne the way to ſalua⸗ 
ſet open fo them, and bzinging koꝛth 
due icuits of repentance, ſhal vndoubted- 
ly obtepne eternall life. Thoſe men chil⸗ 
den alſo which partly by the pzouocation 
of their parents, partly of their owne ac⸗ 
co2d would confo2me them ſelues to beg» 
gerie, and to all filthinefſe incident to the 
ſame, ſhall in their youth be ſent ts ſchole 


to learne god litterature, and become ci⸗ 


uill thereby : ſache as ſhall be founde vn⸗ 
apte to take learning, ſhall be put to ſun⸗ 
d2is artificers, to learne their craftes: 
and thus oftentimes, they whoſe parents, 
yea perhaps , graundfathers, and greate⸗ 
graundfathers foz many yeres lined by 
begging, ſhall nowe beginne to ſuſtapne 
them lelucs by their owne art and laboz: 
and that which is maze to be retoyced at, 
ſhall trayn vp their childzen in integritie 
of life and maners, and in the knowledge 
of honeſt arts. The maidens, befoꝛe their 
chattitie ſhal be envaungerev, (hal _ 
em 


— —_—_——— 


— — 
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them lelues tothe rule of honeff matrõs, 
and ſhall by their diligent ſeratcs earne 


their meat and dꝛinke with cõmendation. 
If any heretofo2e haue offended,thoſe be⸗ 
ing co2rected by holſome rep;ehenſions, 
02 reclapmed, and as it were lifted vp out 
of their filthineſſe by gentle admonitions, 
ſhall frame them ſelues to chaſtitie and 
boneſt lite. To conclude, the whole pouer⸗ 
tie, which liued licentiouſly, (hall be re⸗ 
duced to a newneſſe of life, no doubt to the 
gloꝛie of God, to the toy of the holy An⸗ 
gels, which reioyce at p repentance of ons 
inner, to the edikping t comfozt of al god⸗ 
ly men, and the holy congregatto. When 
thus the ſaluation of the ſoule is pzoutded 
koʒ, the bodies alſo 4 the reſt ſhalbe in bet⸗ 
ter caſe: they which of late went naked, x 
in tottred cleufes, now ſhall go well clay 
and appareled: they which fainfedw hun⸗ 
ger t thirtt, ſhal now be refreſhed w cõpe⸗ 
tent meat e dꝛinke: thoy which ſterued in 
cotages W tolde, diſeaſes, t maladies, ſhal 
now haue their bodies cheriſhed W tẽpt⸗ 
rate heat, ⁊ ſhal come ab2ove, recouering 
bodily ſtrẽgth:they which lay Wout dazs, 
ſhal be receyued into houſes, aged people 

D. q. chall 


Finally, none of all the multitude of po⸗ 
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[9 MT haue ſome fo attende on them: they 


which were infected with ſcabbes, vlcers, 


Hernia, the ſtone, and other diſeaſes, hall 
be reſtoꝛed to health by the publike libe⸗ 
ralitie: they that ſeemed to be conſumed 
with ſozrowe and mourning , ſhall be 
comfozted by other. Pozeouer they which 
are, as it were, bozne to miſerie, and are 
altogither careleſſe of their buſineſſe, ne⸗ 
cliget, without foꝛetaſt, making bauocke 
of all things, bicauſe they greatly neede 
the pꝛouidence and aduiſe of other, they 
ſhall perceiue that their ſubltance is very 
p2ofitably diſpoſed foꝛ their behofe, But 
ſuchs as hide their pouertie, and woulde 
not haue it knowne foz certayne cauſes, 
may nowe without ſhame bzeake their 
mindes to ſome god men,andobteinſome 
reliefs of the common boxe, till they ſhall 
be able better to pꝛouide foz them ſelues. 


uertie map iuſtly complayne, that be lac- 
kety any thing which is requiſite fo2 the 
competent mapntenaunce of the body, 

Furtbermoꝛze, all the Citizens ſhall re⸗ 
iopte, and ſhall thinke the whole common 
wealth to be beauſified with erceeding 


e id — 
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great bleſlinges; Foz firſt, they ſhall top 
to ſe the citis deliuered from that grer⸗ 
uous burthen of infinite valiant beggers, 
whether they be ſtrangers oz domeſticall. 
Foz theſe muſte at once (as we will after 
teache) be pꝛohibited and bzought in 02- 
der. They ſhall no moze be moleſted with 
the clamours & impoꝛtunate petitions of 
beggers,meting with them atthe church 
daes, t at their pꝛiuate does, & in every 
place. Tbey ſhal perceyue y they are veli⸗ 
uered fro the feare of thoſe great dangers, 
whiche we ſhewed befaze came by beg⸗ 
gers, thoſe outrages which were wonte 
to be committed, hereafter ſhall not once 
be named. Thoſe monſtrous bodies, oz 
defozmed with ſundzie diſeaſcs, bloude, 
matter, wounds, and lothſome filthineſſe, 
all not be ſette in fights to terrifie and 
diſmay women great with childe, oz any 
other, which are (one troubled with the 
ſighte of ſuche gaſtly and ſodayne ſhewes, 
Belives this, there ſhall be fewer diſea⸗ 
ſed people in the citie, and contagious diſ⸗ 
eaſes (hall be cleane ſhutte out. If at any 
time the Citizens take ſome to labour oz 
wozke with them, they ſhall finde them 

Di. ii. muchs 


- . Eributed, then doubtleſſe many of the ct- 
tizens, of whome thoſe'things muſte bs 


he regiment of pouertie. 


muche moze ready than befoze. Foz fil- 
thie idleneſſe ſhal after a ſozte be baniſhed 
out of the whole citie, the vſe alſo of many 
honeſt artes, which ſeemed befoze to be 
neglected, ſhall nowe floziſbe agayne. To 
concluds, all men will endeneur to get 
their liuing by ſome handie labour, which 
is honeſt and acceptable befoze God. 

Moꝛcouer the citizens will contribute to 
the common almes moze willingly and 
liberally, bicauſe they knowe that what 
ſoeuer is beſtowed, is faythfutly dealt to 
ſuche as be poze in deve, And when lin⸗ 
nen,oz wollen clsth, oꝛ made garments, 
lether, oz ſhoes, and ſuche things neceſ- 
; Carte foz this lite, muſt particularly be di⸗ 


bought, fhall gapne thereby , where 
otherwiſe they ſhould not. Laſtly, all the 


inhabifaunts of meane and competents 


eſtate will followe their callings wytb 
moze chearefall and quiet mindes than 
befoze,and caſting all their cogitations x 
cares vpon God alone, wil conceiue vn- 
doubted hope, that neither they noz their 
childzen hall want things neceſſarie — 

this 


fo pzoceede fo explicate howe the paze, 
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this life,althogh they ſhould be decaied by 
any ſodapn caſualtie, This alſo ſhal cauſe 
one neighbour with mutuall lone fo em- 


bzacean other; the riche man without of- 
fence o2 diſdayne wil ſalute the paze ma: 
and agayne the poꝛe neighbour will not 
be aſhamed to re ſalute the riche, and to 
wiſhe him well: bꝛiefly the whole Ci⸗ 
tie (hall be as one houſe, in which al men 
are ioyned togither in molt perfect frend⸗ 
ſhippe, and knitte with aknotte whiche 
can not be dtſſolued: and beleue me, 
ths whole ſtate of the common wealthe 
ſhall be muche moze bleſſed, than Plato 
oz anꝝ other Philoſopher in his ſolitarie 
contemplation can deſcrybe in paper. 
But it can not be knowne till we haue 
had experience a whyle, what plentifull 
commodities will ryſe to the common 
wealth, and the whole ciuill ſocietie, by 
this godly ozder. Wherefoze it behoueth 
vs to make an ende of this Chapter, and 


bothe may and oughte in euerp citie to be 
pꝛʒouided foz, 


D. ij. Chap- 
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Chapter.z. 


That euery Parishe and Citie muſt take 
aduile, hovve they may beſt prouide 
for their pouertie, as place and 

time e 


Fluchen way fo2 the relee- 
Nuing of the pwze, as may 
Obe applyed to enery place 
"and time, and may ſatiſfie 
enery mans tvifte. Foz'that is as harde 
fo be dont; as fo make one politike lawe 
which may ſerue in enery ctuill ſocietie 
à leke, without any- exception 82 inter⸗ 
p2etation,to be conftrued acco2ding to the 
rule of equitie. Thercfoze when we haue 
p20poundeda generall example in theſe 
matters, then it is expeditt, that the heads 
ofthe Churches them ſelues, and the ma⸗ 
gittrates in euerꝑ their cities ds pꝛouidẽt · 
ly deliberate, howe they may oꝛdeine the 
like to be applied to their people. Foz it is 
mete to conſult far otherwiſe! in a large e 
populous citie,tha in one vis ſmal e little 


inha⸗ 
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inhabited: one thing is fo be determined 
where the Churche hath a riche treaſurie, 
an other, where it is but poꝛe, that coun - 
ſell may ſerue where the Citizens are fo: 
the molt part wealthy & charges of expen⸗ 
ſes great, which will not ſerue where the 
citizens are pwze, and do {tne hardely : an 
oꝛder may be taken in the tyme of a com⸗ 
mon dearth, and when all things are dere 
ſold in the land, which may be altred when 
all things are plentie and cheape: to cons 
clude ſundzy circumſtances do require (ec, 
uerall conſiderations : wherevnto apper, 
taineth that which ö apoſtle wiſely admo⸗ 
niſheth vs of, 2. Cor. 8. That almes ſhould 
be dealt accoꝛding to the abilitie of the ci⸗ 
tiʒens, in due p2opoztion + equalitie. Pers 
fozme vou (inquii) that god wok as farre 
fooꝛth as you can. Foz if there be firfie a 
willing mynde, it is accepted, accoꝛding to 
that which a man bath, and not accozving 
to that he hath nct,nepther is it that other 
men ſhould be eaſed, and you greened: but 
vpon lyke condition at this pꝛeſent tyme, 
that your abundaunce may ſupplye theyz 
lacke,and alſo their abundance map be foz 
youre lacke, that there mays be equalitie. 
D. v. As 
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As it is wꝛittẽ:he 9 gathered much had no⸗ 


thing ouer, and he that gathered little had 
not þ leſſe. But it is wel knowne, that our 
aunceſters in the pꝛimatiue Church had a 
great care, to inuft a certayn oꝛder, y euc 
rp Cittie myght feede their needy people. 
Foz if p apoſtle Paule did ſo earneſtly ſtir 
vp the cogregatibs of the gentils thzoughs 


_ out Achata, eſpeciallꝑ at 'Cormtha in 444 


cedonia, G alatia in ſtalie and Rome, and all 
abꝛode: to ſende reltete to their bzethzen 
whom they knew not but dwelt farre off 
in ade. who dothe not conceiue hereby, 
that it was ozdeyned and ratifyed befo28 
in euery of theſe Churches, that they ſhold 
releeue the ponertie that dwelte among 
them? And euen vnto the time of Pelagius 


the kpzit the 60. Byſhop of Rome, that is, 


fil the peare ofthe Lead. (Go. all the gouer- 
nours of the Churches and the magiſtrats 
in euery place dyd laboure diligently in 
that matter, as maye be pꝛoued by diners 
arguments, Foz vnder belagius was hol- 
den the ſecond ſynode at 7 vron, in whiche 


Can.q. we reade it was decreed, that euery 


citie ſhaulde feds accoꝛding to their habi⸗ 
litie all their pe and niady inhabitants 
with 
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With cbpetet fode:ſo ſhould they not neede 
to wander in other citties, and as well the 
elders of the Churche niere adiopning, as 
the Cittiz:ns hold relteue their owne po⸗ 
nertie,thoſe ar the wozds of the Cand, 1 y- 
berius the ſecod, that right godly Emperoz 
did greatly aduaunte that age, whole libe⸗ 
ralitie towards p poe, is celebꝛated to be 


ſuch, that many hiltoziographers haue re- 


poꝛted, that he was accuſed of ſome as a 
waſter of the imperiall treaſure : bycav(e 
he beſfowed all the reuenues and tribute 
exactions, whiche bis anteceſſoz juitinus, 
a couetous mã, had gathered togyther, and 
the treſure ol Narſetes whiche were found 
in a certapne well in h, on the pw2e, 


Volateranus & other moze repozte no leſſe. 


John Byſhop of Alexadria Was famous at 
the ſame time, who foz his vntired diligecs 
in helping the po2e is cemmonly honoꝛed 
euẽ to this dap by pᷣ name Eicemotinarins : 
02 Almner. Childebertꝰ the friche king, a 
German” biſhop of Paris were incidft to y 


ſame time, who did not doubt to cõtẽd togi 
ther of liberalitie towards the pwꝛe:a⸗ the 
authoꝛ Faſciculi cempori,q certayne other 
witneſſe. After Pelagius 250,yeresvnder p 


empire 


The regiment of Pouertie. 


empire of Carolus Magnus (who goucr- 
ned in the peare of our Loꝛde. 814. the po⸗ 
uerties cauſe was ſo diligently looked vn- 
to b certaine godly men, that it was not 
only entoyned to euery citie and parriſhe 
that they ſhould cheriſh their pouertie ac⸗ 
co2ding to the old tuſtome: — alſoſearch 
was made in euerye familie and pziuats 
houſe, x charge giuen by g authozitie of the 
Cmperour, that in euery great familie 03 
kinred they whiche were riche, ſhould ho- 
neſtly pꝛouide foz the pouertie belonging 

to that familie oꝛ kinrede. Foz when the 
treaſozie of the church, and the daily allo- 
wance of almes was not ſufficient foſu- 
ſtepne all thoſe, which ſought to be rel&- 

ned of the common liberalitie: then neceſ- 

ſitie info2ced the godly men to bethinke 
them of a new adniſe, to eaſe the burthen 

of the pariſhes and cities, by inducing the 
riche men after this ſoꝛts to releeue them 
in their families. Me reade, that it was 
decresd of this matter in the ſynods at A- 
relas, holden at the commaundement of 
the Emperoz Carolus, in the Can 14. it is 
thus ſet foꝛth: That cucry one in the time 


of famine oz any neceſſitie ſhould relieue 
| accog-s 
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acozding to his power ſuch as apper tayn 
to them,btcauſe it is wzitten: Bleſſed are 
the mercyfull,fo2 they ſhall obteyne mers 
cis: andagaine,Ciue, and it ſbal be giuen 
to pou: remit, and pours ſhall be remitted 
Ec. Againe in the ſpnode at 7 «ron, vnder 
the ſame Carolus, Can. 36. It is commonly 
entopned to all, that euerp one ſhould ens 
deuoz to nouriſh e refreth all the pouertie, 
appertaining to theyz familie, accoꝛdyng 
to the ſeaſon of the pere, bicauſe it is vn⸗ 
godly, and odious in the ſight of God, that 
they which abound in riches, & erceeve in 
welth, ſhould not help the miſerable and 
needie people. In the meane tyme the las 
ter Canons of this ſynode the. 10,11 16, doe 
playnlp teſt iſle, that the psze were pꝛoui⸗ 
ded foz in euerp citie and pariſhe sf the cõ⸗ 
mon treaſozte of the church, and the daply 
collections among the faythfull Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans. F02 in thoſe Cannons it is ſtraightly 
commaunded, that the Byſhopps ſhoulde 
haue a great care and reſpecte to the pe, 
and ſhsulde in the pꝛeſence of the elders 
and deacons aſſembled foz to conkerre of 
other matters of the Church,circumſpect- 
ly, as the miniſters of God, diſpoſe — 

deals 
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deale them to the poze of the ſame pa⸗ 
riſhe, as euery one bath nec, accozding 
to the meaning and intente of the Cans 
non. And withoat deubte thys greate ffs 
delitie and diligence of the Churche ru- 
lers in the pouerties bebalfe , dyd mous 
Charles the greate at that tyme, and mas 
ny other after hym, that partly in France, 
and partely in Germane, they did erects 
many houſes of religion, and many fra- 
ternittes (whyche were no other at that 
tyme but harbourehouſss foz the poꝛe) 
and they endued them wyth greats ry- 
ches. DThereſoze that ozder which was 
in tymes paſte ſo conffantlye kepte fc; 
the mayntenaunce of the pwze : to wit, 
that euery citie and pariſh din fofter their 
domeſticall and home dwelling ponertie ; 
the ſame would now ber well put in vze 
agayne: and cuery Citie with one con⸗ 
ſente, mute conlulte thereof accozdyng 
to their ſtate and n 


A 


_— 
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Chapter. 4. 


That certen fit men muſt be choſen by 
voyces, to take charge of the 
vyhole buſiaelle. 


24 


ez Coe all things if behoueth to 
e choſe in euery pariche and cir⸗ 
1 8 cuite, certaine menne of tryed 
ont ſtie, whole fidclitie, pics 
fie, grauitie, and integritie is well kno- 
wen, by whom it ſhal be fozeſ&ne how all 
the pouertic aſcrived to their ciuill ſotie⸗ 
tie o2 circuits may be bzoughte in oꝛder: 
whiche men mult be choſen by the comon 
conſent, as wel of ths church gouerners, as 
the magiſtrates; vader which name IJ cõ⸗ 
pꝛehend al thoſe which are put in truſt in 
any office in citie, boꝛoughj oꝛ village. Foz 
it is always mæte, y euer of theſe in any 
waightie 02 godly buſineſſe ſhoulde lay ta 
their helping bande. and it is ſufficient if 
in a village oz ſtreate thze oz foure bee 
appoynted foz thys purpoſe , accozdpnge 
as tyme and place ſerusth : but in grea⸗ 
ter Citties it is meets , that in euerpe 
Pariſhs oz warde, as manye ouerſeers be 
cholen 
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- choſen, And ik nete ſlitie require, in a po⸗ 
pulous citie it ſhal be wel that fonre other 
be ſet ouer the reſte, as of a higher digs 
nitie, and hauing the chiefe rule ener the 
reſt:to whom the other koures which are 
elected in euery pariſh ſhal haue recourſe 
ſometpme to conſults wpth them, and tg 
open vnto them the harder caſes whiche 
happen to come in queſticn:to whome als 
ſo the pouertie themſelucs may reſoꝛt, and 
if they haue any complaintes map opẽ the 
vnto them: by whom alſo,ifnede require, 
the other ouerſcers maye be admoniſhed, 
and the diſobcdient pouertie may be coꝛz⸗ 
rected and puniſhed: to coclude befoꝛe them 
ſhalbe pleaded and diſcuſſed all matters 
which appertaine to god 02dcr in the po⸗ 
uertics behalfe. This manner of electing 
apꝛoued men, to take charge of the pouer⸗ 
tie, is ſet ſoꝛth in the pꝛimatiue Churche 
bythe Apoſtles themſelues. Fo2 all the 
faithfull did by al meanes laboure foz that, 
that none among them mxcht be ſeene to 
lacke. Do that ſuch as polleſſed lands and 
- houſes, ſold them, e layde the pzicedowne 
at the Apoſtles fete(whiche was expedi- 
ent at that time to be done at Hiergſalems, 
and 
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and not els where, partelp foz the crue ltie 
of the vngodly magiſtrates, who ente rpꝛi⸗ 
ſed then eche where to robbe the Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans cod from them violentlp: and partely 
bycauſe the faithfull by the ozdinaunce of 
Cod not long after ſhoulde flxte from 
thence to (gke other dwellings, and to 
p2eache and plant the Goſpel! in ſundzy 
coaſts) whiche was afierward dillributed 
faithfully to eche man and woma as they 
had nerde. ad. but when that office of re⸗ 
cepuing and laping ou agayne of the dap⸗ 
ly charges, was ſo troubleſome top Apo⸗ 
ſties,that foz it they dyd intermitte often 
fymes a better wozk:to wit, the pꝛeching 
ofthe Goſpeil, and beſydes many contro 
uerſtes did riſe aboate the daily waiting: 
Lhe Apoſtle calling the multitude togys 
ther gaue this counſell 2.6 It lpketh vs 
not (inquiũt) that we ſhold lezue the pꝛea⸗ 
ching ofthe woꝛd ol God to ſerue tables: 
wherefoze bzethzen loke you out among 
vou ſeuen men ol honeſte repoꝛt, and full 
of the holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom, which we 
may appoint to this buſine ſſe, and we wil 
giue our ſelues continually to pꝛaper, and 
to the miniſt ration of the wozde; and this 

E. ſaping 
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laying pleaſed the whole multitude, and 
they choſe ſeuen men, which are there nas 
med. The Co:1n:1:ans gig, 1, C0z.16,Aa7 bids 
den by Paule fo appoint whom they wold 
haue to bzing their liberalitie vnto H ier u- 
ſale mand again.2. Coz &. t. 9. he ſayth, that 
he hath ſent ius, a woꝛthie and diligent 

miniſter of the Churche, and with him an 
ther bꝛother, whoſe pꝛaile is in þ goſpell, 
(whom ſome geaſſe to be Luke, ſome Bar- 
nabaꝰ t à third man alſo, whd be had ofte 
pꝛoued truſt ie c viligent in many things: 
theſe were apointed by Baule to pzeferis 
tothe Cozinthians, the cauſe of the bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, which were appꝛelled with extreme 
peuurie at Zeruſalem, Therfoze let it not 
graue vs to conſider the example and pur⸗ 
pode ofthe holy apoſtles, and as time and 
place will beare, followe them. But whe⸗ 
ther moꝛe oꝛ leſſe than we haue ſpoken 
of, mult be choſen to ſes to this buſineſſe, 


we will not greatly ſtriue: ſcing the re⸗ & 


gard of the place t nũber of pouertte will 
teache vs what is nerdlul to be done in it. 
Much lee will we contend of the names 
of the officers , Foz the pꝛimatiue churche 
called them Deacons, whichs appeareth 
not 


A 
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1 not onely out of the Actes of the apoſtles 


but out of Euſebius hiſt. Eccl. lib. 2. cap. i. 
an the hiſtoꝛie of D. Laurentius the mars 
ty2, they are called Leuites. Therefo28 
whether you do call them by that name, 
oz by any other, the matter is not great: 
as pt they were called Payſters of the 
pe, overſeers, viewers, viſiters, ſtuar⸗ 
des, 92 diſpoſers, Almners. ec Me will 
eaſply agree in the name, when we haue 
determined of the thing it ſelle. 

But theſe menne mutt be greatly had 
in eſtimation of all men, and alſo lome⸗ 
tyme muſte bee admoniſhed, o2 rather in⸗ 
treated by the miniſters of the churches, 
and magiſtrates, that vpon certain ſette 
dayes and houres, they wil willingly iopn 
ſome godly papnes with theyz honozabls 
function fo2 keeping of ozders, not doub⸗ 
ting but that they ſhall receyue incompa⸗ 
rable and eternall rewardes at the han⸗ 
des of almyghtie God, and we ought to be 
perſuaded, that that comendation wherw 
the Apoſtle ſetteth fwzth thoſe thꝛer men, 
which he ſendeth to Corinthum, to gather 
the almes, whiche ſhoulde be caried to the 
- beethzent in Judæa, doth belog to them alſo 
E. iz. which 


The regiment of Pouertie. 


whiche do take vppon them the office of 


pꝛouiding fo2 the poꝛe, t baue a care faiths 
fully to perfozme the lame in theſe daxes. 


Chapter: 5. 


YVhar belongeth to the office of 
them vyhich are choſen to 
ouerſee the Poore. 


s we baue ſapde that this 
a office deſerueth great efl is 
25 mati, ſo we mult all needs 


8 D) acknowledge, that it is not 
free from a great tople,foz 


and wayghty, which koz moze playneneſls 
and oꝛder fake maye be tptly bzought ta 
fpue pꝛincipall points. 

Firit,that they ſerch diligetly thꝛough⸗ 
out euerp tit is + pariſh d number of theſe, 
which deſtre to be relecued 87 the publike 
almes, and Þ they can wiſely diſcerne ths 
true pouertie, and thoſe that dcſerne to bs 
pit ied, from the counterfets 4 vnwoꝛthy. 
Secondlp, that they wiſely can calt,how 
the money aud neceflary charges may ts 


the office of tt the ouerſeers is manyfglde _ 
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7 leuied and collected honeſtly, and without 
-  ouercharging the Citizens e inhabitants. 
Chirdlp, how they ſhould rightly diſtri⸗ 
bute the almes collected, to the nedie, ac⸗ 
4 coꝛding to the qualiite of the perſons and 
ö the rule of equitie. 
Fourthly, that they be ready to render 
an accoumpts of that they baue recepued 
and layd out: either to the magiſtrats and 
certapne miniſters of the Churches at a 
time appointed:oꝛ cls befoze all men in a 
publike place and ſeſſion : ſo to maynte ine 
and appꝛoue vnto all men both their aus 
thozitte,and their truſt ineſſe. 
Fifthly, they all laboure what they 
can to bꝛing to paſſe,that the ozder foz the 
relzte of the poꝛe being once well deter⸗ 
mined and begun to be obſerued, may al- 
_ after be retayned, continued and 
ept. 

To theſe fine points of thys whole bus 
{ineſſe they which ſhalbe choſen to this ol⸗ 
fice ſhalbe wholy bent and (hali direct all 
their cares and cogitations, to perfozme 
them. But to the end they may the ſ@ner, 
eaſelyer and without hindzaunce accom⸗ 
pltthe, whatloeuer = ſhall holſomly de⸗ 
C.iy, termuis 
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termine, it is very needefull that as well 

the Churche rulers, as the gouernoures 
of the common wealthe, do withoute des 
laye,ayde and alliſte them, and that they 
redily by their publique authozitye dae 
charge pꝛobibits, conſtitute, and publiſhe 
ko the whole multitude, what ſoeuer are 
thoughts neceſlarpe and pꝛofitable tothe 
ſetting fo2the of the liberalitie towardes 
the pwze, The healpe of many neygb- 
houres, and eſpecially ſuche as be firong, 
is required at the rayfing o2 erecting of 
any ample oz magntficall frame of buyl- 
ding, Neyther maye we hope that the 
Deacons, be they neuer ſo godly oꝛ pꝛu⸗ 
dent, can do anye thing wozthye of com- 
mendatien among the rude multitude, 
whiche-alwayes carpe and murmure as 
gainſte god lawes, except ” magiſtrates 
alſo ds pꝛudently intermedle their antho- 
ritie, and declare openly, that they will 
and decre the ſame that the Deacons doe. 
Nawe we will ſhewe in 02der, hows 
thoſe thinges whyche we baue reckned 


to appertapae to thys office _ bee ace ⸗ 
compliſhed, 


Hoyve 
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Chapter. 6. 


Hovve the pouertie muſt be ſearched, 
and thoſe that are in deede, to be 
diſcerned from the counter- 
feiters and en 


= 80 appointed, iti is n&dfull (pug 
— ſapde) that the number of thoſe whi⸗ 
che deſire to be reckened among the po⸗ 
uertie, and to be noꝛiſhed of the publik li⸗ 
beralite in pᷣ cities o2 villages, be known, 
And that this may be done, it is met firſt 
chat the deacons 0; viewers doe diligent⸗ 
ly vie we all places in the Citie, and that 
they goe into the homely cottages of the 
pw2e, to ſcarche narrowly , and to ſette 
it downe in bokes made lez the ſame 
purpoſe, howe manye lpue under one 
rofe, of what age, abilitie, oz fireigth, 
what charge of chyldzen, oz diſeaſed per- 
ſons they haue, what ſtoze of ſubſtaunce 
92 bouſeholde ſtuffe they bee furnpſben 
with. They myghte ſende Beadles to 
E. iin. call 
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call tbem all in oꝛder oute of euery houſe 
to ſome one place, where euery one ot tot 
pouertie in the pꝛelence of al the deacons 
e viewers mighte pꝛotelle in what tate 
they are: but the other is the ſafer waye 


koꝛ many cauſes, F02 no doubt it may bet⸗ 


fer bs diſcer ned by eye lygt than by their 
falke, howe they are aficaod in bodyly 
ſtrengthe, oz yealthe, bowe many, and 
what maner childzet ker what houſtold 


_ Tuffe they haue, whether they haue any 
diſeaſed in their houſes, x what their dil⸗ 
eaſe is. tc. eyther is it ſufficient lo hears 
the pouertie them ſelues declare theyz 
owne eſtate, but it is expedient afterward 


to receiue the repozts and teſtimonies ok 


the neighbours that dwell niere, vy whom 
_ alſo the god conuerſation of cche of the 
pouertie may be knowne moze narowly, 


But in the entraunce to this place, 1 


mult ouerthzow the fende camllatien-of 
certaine, whiche holde, that the pouertis 
ought not thus curiouſip fo be ſearched. 
We maye giue dure almes (ſaye they) 
to whome we lyſte: ſo that we deale 
it in the name of Chzilte, it is no matter 
on wZous we beſtawe it. Pet no man 1 

__- Cuppols 
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ſuppoſe is ignozaunt, that there is diſcre - 
tion to be vſcd in our liberalitie, and res 
garde to be had, not oncly of the matter 
and cauſes, but alſo of perſons, As tons 
ching the matter, when it is expedient to 
giue to every one alike, as we lee their 
neede, and not togtue all fo one : as tous 
ching the perſons : bycauſe it is certapne 
that we ought rather to gine to thoſe that 
are honeſt & godly, tha to ſinners and euil 
liners, and one bath moze neede, an other 
is contente with leſſe. Ot which matter 
both 8. Auguttine in many places, t Am- 
broſe in his bokes of ttices oz duties 
baue wiſely defined, whoſe wezos we fs 
recited by Gratianus ditt net. 86. Neither 
is that ſearch fauif weꝛthy, which is made 
to helpe the pw2c, not to hurte any man, 
and which is oꝛdeined to p2ocurs the cons 
mon ſaletie of all, alwel ſuche as bepwe 
in deede,as ſuche as are not ſo. Foz their 
pꝛinate necefſitie when it is knowne, 
dothe make them to be well pꝛeuided foz. 
The others tdlencfſe ber ing ſounde out, 
dothe make them to be bꝛougbt in ozder, 
and reſtrapne them from liuing by other 
mens ſweat, which doth redoũd to the vti⸗ 
N C. v. * 
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lifie both of them and others. Fo2 he com- 
mitteth a græuous offence, which impu⸗ 
dẽtly bares craue to line ot an other mans 
trencher, when he might get his owne li⸗ 
uing with his laboz. Pozeouer it is eu 
dent, that the pauertie when they are de⸗ 
maunded of their eſtate, they diſſemble 
many things liyly, they fozge not a fews 
things impudentlyꝛin the ende they open 
nothing,but that which they thinke may 
auayle to moue mens hearts to pitie, and 
to wzelt from them a greater algwance of 
almes. But all men know, that not every 
one is wozthy to be pitied, which defireth 
to be thought woꝛthy. And truely if euery 
ones tale ſhuld be credited, as they can ſet 
it ſozth , you ſhoulde haue ſtraygbhtway 
ſuche a number of pouertie, as the welthi⸗ 
eſt citie in a realme could not maypntatae 
o reliene. Bicauſe therfaze it can neuer 
be perfectly knowne by their 8wne repozt 
in what ſtate they be, it is not only lawful 
but alſo very nerdfull, to haue a moze dili⸗ 
gent view oz ſearche. But after that it is 
once known how great a multitude ofne- 
die people is iu 5 citie, it reſteth that it bs 


eee iugement defined, who 
HS. ae 
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ought of equitie to be releued, who to be 
excluded from the publike liberalitie. And 
truly à do not ſe how we may mo2e ſpie⸗ 
dily e pꝛudently determine in this behalf, 


than it we follow the cuſtome ꝛ iudgemẽt 


of p old church. Let vs (&ke therfoꝛe, what 
they were who the old church did eſteeme 
to be poꝛe, t wozthy of the comon almes. 

We ſe the cauſe of widdowes, father - 
lefſe chilv2e,+x ſtrangers, comended ftudi- 
duſlp, t in the firft place vnto al men tho, 
raughout the law, + the pꝛophets Deu.14, 
24. And Chpſt. Math. 25. reckeneth thoſe 
which are hungry & thirſtie, not by their 
owne fault o2 wicked will, but thzougy 
very penurie: Ye reckeneth the barbeꝛz⸗ 
leſſe, that is, ſtraungers: he reckneth the 


naked, the diſcaſed, the captiues. In the 


Parable of the riche man, Luke. 16. La- 
Zarus is deſcribed to be full of ſozes; 
and hungry, deſtring to be refreſhed with 
the crummes'whiche fell from the riche 
mans table. Againe, Luke. 14 Chꝛyſt ſpea⸗ 
king of the poꝛe, who ſhould be bidden to 


the feaſt, nameth tbe feeble, the halte, 
and the blinde. As,2, A certayne man 
that W bene lame from hes byzthe, 


lying 


g 
"EVR — . * 
eli. 2 2 — In R = 


"The regiment of fPouertie. 


1 lying at the gates of the Temple, aſked 

4 almes of thoſe that went in, and of 2ccer, 
who had neither ſiluer noz golde to giue 
bun, but he gaue him ſtrength to walge 
ou his fœte. But theſe are to be reckened 
among the [icke perſons. Pauls the Apo- 
ſfle oftentimes commendeth the port 
dwelling at Jeruſalem, but they wers 
ſuche as had bene hurte with many and 
greeuous iniuries, and had ſuffered them⸗ 
ſclaes to be ſpoyled of all their gods (oz 
the pꝛoleſlion of the Golpell of Cyzylte, 
(as hs declareth Hebr.cap.io,) and at ſuch 
time as that great famine vader Claudius 
Cz1a: did oppꝛeſſe many Pzouinces, but 
eſpecially ze we: whiche is mentioned 
Ads. u. Euſebius hilt, Eccl. lib. a. cap. 8. Ter- 
tullian Apolog. cap. 39. repoꝛteth that the 
collections of the faythfull were wont ts 
be beitowed in releeuing the poꝛe, bury» ' 
ing the dead, on childzen and infantes de⸗ 
iticute of parents, on men broken with 
aze, on luche as had ſuffcep wipwzacke, 
aud if ay were ſet ta wozk in the mines, 
z ik any were in baniſhment, oz in pꝛi⸗ 
lan, lo that it were in Gods cauſe, that is, 
foz the boote dion of Chziſtian religion. 


Dioni- 
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Dioniſius the Bylhop at Corinthum Wwzis 
ting fo Sorter Byſhop of & e (as Witneſs 


ſeth Euſebius hilt. Eccleſi. libr. 4. cap. 23. 


ſayth, that it was the maner of the fayths 
full men at Rome from the beginning, to 
helpe all their bzethzen with ſundzie be⸗ 
nefites, to lot ont foz manychurches in 
diuers countreis al things which they vn⸗ 
derſtode they did lacke, to comfozte echs 
mans neceſſitte by all meanes they could, 
to miniſter as ne&de required to the bꝛe⸗ 
thzen diſperſed thzough the mines, Ther 
foze you ſee, that the Churches haue bent 


off, and were diſtant from them long ioz⸗ 
neys,and among them ſuche as were cons 
demasd to the mines. Acatius the byſbop 
of Ameden,(Socrat. hiſt. Tripar. li. u. ca. 16) 
was very carekull foz the redeeming of 
captiues in the warre, foz whom ſainc> 
Ambrole. and after him ſaint Auguſtine 


them they doubted not to beſtow the gol⸗ 
den veſſels of the Church. Poſ{1doniu: the 
biſhop at Calanen. bath lcfre this in w2ys 
ting. But Ambroſe in his Dffices do 


pet recken other which deſerue to be | 
fied, 


wonte to releene thoſe which dwelt farrs 


were ſo carefull, that fo; the deliuerie of 
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tied. Age and debilitie (ſayth he) muff be 
conſidered, and ſometimes baihfuineſle, 
which is a toke ofa toward nature, which 
can not pꝛeſently get their owne lining, 
and yet either in time to come map, oꝛ in 
time paſt hath. In like maner debilitie of 
bodie muſte (perdilp be holpen, as alſo if 
any man from riches be come to pauer⸗ 
tie, and eſpecially not th2ough hrs ewne 
fault, but either bath loſte that he had by 
robbers, oz pꝛoſcription, oz by vniuſt ac- 
cuſattons, And agapne the ſame Ambroſe 
in the lame wo2ke ſayth ; Perfect libera⸗ 
litie is commended by fapth,the cauſe,the 
place, the time: fir ſt that it wozke among 
them that are of the honſholde of fapthe. 
F92 it is a great fault if any fapthful man 
nede, e thou do not ſupply his lacke when 
thou kno welt it: if thou knowe him to be 
without monep, and hungrie, and thou 
fede him not: it he ſuffer griełe, and thou 
comtoꝛt him not: ſpecially whe he would 
hide it, and is vachefull to vtter it: if he 
be conuicted fo the impꝛiſoning of hym 
ſelfe o2 his childzen, oꝛ vniuſtly ſlaun⸗ N 
dered, and thou helpe him not: ik he be 
lapde in pzilon, and extreamsly dealte 
k with⸗ 
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withall foz ſome debt, being a iuſte and 
honeſt man, thou arte muche to blame 
if thou ſuccoure him not. Which woz⸗ 
des are bozrowed from him in the . 
fn. 86, Cannon. Conſideranda , and (u- 
nom. Non ſatis et. Finally we finde, that 
ſuch as applied the ſcholes to get lerning, 
eſpecially ſtudẽts of the ſcriptures, whom 
they call Clerkes, were maynteined by 
the publike liberalitie, when thep were 
deſtitute ef the helpe of friendes alied to 
them. Which Sozemenus (Tripart. hiſto. 
Lib.6. Capi. 7.) dothe playnely ſignifie 
to haue begunne firfte in the tyme of 
Conitantinus the Cmperonre, when he 
ſaythe, that Iulianus commaunded, that 
what ſseuer the maydes and widdowes 
which foz penurie were releuebamong 
the clerkes, had receiued a little befoʒe cut 
of the common liberalitie, accoꝛding to 
the appoyntment of Conſtantinus, ſhould 
be exaced of them agayne. There are ex⸗ 
tant alſo many cannons, t many reſcripts 
of 15yſhops,in the which the ſame is de- 
clared: as in the Councell at Braccara, 
Can. aß. in the countell at Calced n, Can. 3. 
E de 69ſecratione diſt q. out ol p boke of the 

diu 


the Epiltle of Cclatius the byſhop, to the 
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fine chapters Cannon, /» mu, alſo in 


vyſhops placed thzough Lycasia, Bruce, 
and 524/44, Jtem ts the clarks and people 


ot Srunduſium, dut of the which Oracianus 


bath bozrowed much 1: C . Cano. . 
and Cano. Cenceον, Belides theſe, the 
Cpiſtles ot Gcegorius the firſt: one to Au- 
zuftine biſhop of Tantozburie , the other 
fo Leo byſhop of Carthage, out of the lat⸗ 
ter ol the which, it is read, 6.46.1. Cano. 
Abu. Df w iche matter we haue in⸗ 
treated moze at large in our boke of Ec⸗ 
tleſiaſticall ſcholes, 4 might bzing mo2s 
teſtimonies of eucry ſoꝛte of poucrtie out 
of the commentaries of ancient wziters, 


but J will ceaſe to do it, ſuppoſing that 


theſe are ſufficient to teache vs to iudge 
whome we ought to relcœue, as very pos 
among the ſundꝛie degrees of pouertie. 
Firſt therfoze are commended widdg- 
wes and D2zpbanes.2.traungers and pil⸗ 
grimes. 3. diſeaſed people, in which num⸗ 
ber are the lame, the deale, che dumbe, the 
blind, the leapers. tc. 4. Aged people, whi⸗ 
che in dxde do little differ from ſuche as 
be ſicke, foz age it ſelfe ay ſapth one) is a 
viſeaſe 
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diſeaſe. 5. Thoſe that are ſpoyled of their 
godes fo2 the confeſſion of the truthe of 
Gods Ooſpell, oz condemned fo the my- 
nes, oʒ baniſhed into ſtraunge Jlandes, 
oꝛ kepte in filthie pꝛiſons. 6. Captiues in 
warre vnder the enimies eſpeciall of the 
chziſtjan religion. 7. They whiche from 
riches are bzoughte to pauertie, whether 
it ve by chipwꝛacke, oz byfyꝛing, o rob⸗ 
bing and warlike vpꝛozes, 02 by pꝛoſcri- 
ption-oz the ſlaunder of their aduerſarie, 
and by the iniquitie of iudgement, wher⸗ 
by their cauſe hath bene ouerthzowne, oz 
by anyſuche ſodayne caſualtie, ſo that it 
tom not by their owne faults. Wo whom 
we muſte topne-(acco2ding to the opi⸗ 
nion of Ambroſe) ſuche as be baſhfull, 
bszne of honeſt parentage, but dare not 
bewzay their pouertie. 8. Pong childꝛen 
giuen to apply honeſt artes, but elpectals 
ly god literature and Theologie. 

But you will ſay, what a company is 
there reckned to be relteued: Whence 
ſhall we rayſe the charges, whiche muſte 
ede ſo man ſoꝛtes of men? 4 would peu 
did vnder ſtande, that we haue not recke⸗ 
ned thus many _ of men in tymes 


L 
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paſt releuedof thepublike liberalitie, fo 
the ende to feare you, and to'withdzaws 
vou from this godly purpoſe : but partely 
that by the wozthy examples of the auns 
tient Churches (whoſe ſubſtaunce was 
pet but very ſmal, and habilitie very flen⸗ 
der) they mighte ercite all men to pꝛoſe⸗ 
cute this buſinefſe pzopoſed, partely that 
euery Citie map knowe howe to vis we 
what pouertie they maye finde among 
them to be relœued. Koz it is certayne 
that we haue reckned many ſuche as are 
not nowe to be founde among man peo⸗ 
ple and cities. Therefoze we mean, that 
they onely are to be demed woꝛthy of the 
publike liberalitie, which out of all ſozts 
that 4 haue reckened, are pꝛeſentip to ba 
founde in the Citie. And vet not all ſuch, 
but thoſe of them onely whiche after di⸗ 
ligent ſearche, ſhall be founde to be op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed in deve with famine and penu⸗ 
rie. Foz there are in enery place many 
Widdowes and D2zphanes , there come 
bayly many ſtraungers, there are many 
ſicke, lame, blinde, dumme. ec. Pany are 
of riche menne ſodaynly bꝛoughte to po⸗ 
artis, many childzen deſtitute of their 


parents 
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parents apde, and leffe poze,whom not⸗ 
withſtanding it is not nedefull by and 
by to putte in the number of them which 
cannot lyus, excepte they receiue their 
mayntenaunce of the publike treaſurie. 
The whiche, howe it ſhoulde be taken, 
it is behwuefull foꝛ vs to explicate moꝛe 
playnely to the eaſtng ofthe Pariſhes and 
Cities. a 
Firſt thereloze among thoſe whichs 
begge andaſke almes from dowze fovw2e, 
all ſuche as are valiaunt, of what ſere 
92 age ſo euer (if, J ſay, they be able of 
body) they ought to be excluded from the 
publike liberality. , J beſtech vou, hom 
muche we haue diminiſhed in one worde, 
that huge number of thoſe that pꝛokeſle 
pouertie, Doubtleſſe if a diligent views 
be taken, of fiue hundzed roges wandzing 
eucrywhere in ſight, and begging of euere 
one they mecte, tbere ſhal ſcarfly fwohun-s 
dꝛed be founde which deſerue in d&de to 
be pitted, Yet there is great diſcretion to 
be vſed in that behalfe, and there ought 
to be pꝛeſent god witneſſes, and among 
them ſome Phiſittons and Surgeons at 
the ſearche of their habilitie, healthe and 
| F J. age 
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age of eucry one that liues by begging, 
that no man map akterwarde iuſtly tom⸗ 
plane, that any thing hath bene done 
otherwiſe than well. Then maſt beg» 

ging be foꝛbidden to all that are ſounde 
and in god fate of bodte, yea and to 
all other whom ſocuer, The which thing 
bycauſe it will be noueltie, and thought 
to be ee and not onely they 
which mayntayne themſelues in idlenes 
by other mens ſweate, will grudge, but 
alſo many of the citizens will complayne 
that it is great extremitie, to abꝛidge the 
pouertie of that ſo long continued and 
harmleſle trade, to ſeeke things neceſſary 
fo2 this life of well diſpoſed perſons(foz 
they haue nothing but that which menne 
are willing do giue them.) Df either of 
theſe ſoztes of menne , greuous trage- | 
dies mighte eaſily be rayſed in the Ci- 
tie, therefoze we muſte pꝛeuent this miſs ⸗ 
chiefe on this maner. Firſt the Senate 02 
Parliament ofthe Pagiſtrates ſhal dilts 
gently intermeddle their auchozitie, and 
calling the multitude togither, ſhall bp 


lre pꝛohibite all begging, foz ſundzie 
weighs 


a publike Cdicte.oz p2oclamation,whol! 83 


* 
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4 weightie and neceCarie cauſes, whereof 
ſome may well be expzcllev in the Edige 
92 Acte it ſelfe. Conſequently the Pꝛea / 
| chers, and ſometimes alſo befoꝛe the pub⸗ 
llilhing ol the Edia, ball with great fayth 
| and grauitie teache that begging, cſpect- 
ally of the valiant ſozte, ought wozthily 
to be abzogate: they ſhall declare fürſte, 
that it is a deteſtable ſinne to begge from 
doze to doze foz victualles whyche by 
bis owns laboure he were able to pꝛo⸗ 
uide, the other being due foz the true 
pouertie: they ſhall ſharpely inueigh a- 
gaynlt filthie idleneſſe and ſlouth: they 
wall pifhily ouerthzow all ſuche cauilla- 
tions as they vnderſtande to be obiected 
by malicious & ignoꝛant perſons agaynft 
this newe and godly edict. Foz befoze we 
pꝛocerde to the vtter pꝛohibiting of beg⸗ 
ging, we muſte by all meanes pꝛouide, 
that the people may be rightly inffructed 
of the whole matter, and may fully per- 
} ceiue, howe godly, hawe holeſome,howe 
nedetfull it is. And herein the ſpeaker 
bath a wpde fielde opened fo him, It is 
+ right well knowne, that in the lawe of 
God, Deut. 15, the Jewes were charged to 
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fozeſis, that in their common wealthe no 
begger oz nedic perſon might be found, 
Egenm (inquit) ſeu mendicus non fit inter 
vos. Where the Hebꝛewe woꝛde ſignifi- 
eth one that is ſo poꝛe, ſo beggerly oz de⸗ 
ſtitute of all things, that he muſte needes 
craue and alke relefe of other. At ſeemed 
alſo that it mighte redound to the repꝛoch 
and oppꝛobꝛie of the name of God, if in 
that nation, which was ſo well trained in 
religion, anp ſhould be dꝛiuen to begge foz 
psuertie. The Gentiles alſo in their com⸗ 
mon wealthes dyd wiſely pꝛouide in this 
behalfe, as appeareth. Foz Plato his ver⸗ 
dice was, that beggers and idle perſons 
Gould be expalſed the citie. Valerius Ma- 
ximus herest᷑ is witnelſe, That the 14 
ſilians did once fozecaſt, that idle beggers 
x otherwiſe vap2ofitable,might not come 
among them, he that hathe readde any 
appꝛoued authaurs, wyll eaſily acknows 
ledge. That the moſte pzuvent Athenians 
bad a care ot the ſame matter, affer whoſe 
example it was decreed and commaunded 
in the Ciuill lawe, that valiaunt beggers 
ſhaulde be ſearched, and be bzought in oꝛ⸗ 
vor by ſeueri itie, Codice, 4 validis mendi. 
canti- 
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(anti bau, lib. 12. in theſes woꝛds: A felw bes 


ing taken of all them;who by vncertayne 
begging da make a common gapne, let the 
ſoundneſſe of bodie, and luſt ineſſe of age, 
be ſearched in euery one, and lette thoſe 
which are ſlouthfull and wzetched, with⸗ 
out any cauſe of debilitp, be vꝛged, as ſuch 
as are of a ſeruile condition, and let ſome 


diligent and ſtudious examiner haue aus 


thoꝛitie auer them. And wholoeuer wall 
bewzay, pꝛoue t detect ſuch wickednee, 
let them be bozne oute by the noble men, 


and the whole inhabitants of the town 93 


cifie : and the maſters may ſafely haue an 
action agaynſt thoſe, which either hclps 
fo conuergh fugitiues, oz giue them coun⸗ 
ſaple to p2actile begging. In which las 
you ſe that begging is not onely ſim⸗ 
ply p2ohibifed, as a thing vnlaweſ'::!, 

but alſo punyſbed and chaſtiſed as 4's 
finitiefo other wickedneſſe. Whereis ;- bs 


nothing elſe, yet truly the offencen 


kedneſſe which we haue befoze reh 
and at al times, e every where bare 


obſerued in many beggers, (fo: 

alſo in his time coplaineth, that they were 

defiled w innumerable x — euils 
A. ii. kn 
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in his boke ol the pꝛouidence of God. li. i) 


ought to leade the magiſtrate fozthwith 
to pꝛohibite alt begging. Foz it is euident 
that bothe it map andouxht to be done, as 
well by Gods lawe; as bp mans lawe. 
Po2equer, howe 'greeueus a ſinne it is, 
fo2 one that can wozke to wiſhe to be fed 
in idlenefſe by others ſweat,and fo ſnatch 
the mozſell out of the mouthe of ſuche as 
be poze in dede, the Apoſtle him ſelke 
mentioneth, 2 Thetfa 13, when he ſaythb, 


that they which dag ſo, ordinate vinnrr, 


liae tno2dinately, and do peruert all god 
oꝛder in the ciuill ſocietie, and therefoze 
ought to be compelled to woꝛke:oʒ if they 
refuſe to be obedient, to account them as 
infidels, and to haue no felowſhip with 
them. The Pꝛophet Plal. 128. doth derme 
them bleſſed in deede, which get their li⸗ 
uing honeftly by their owne labour. Foz 
thou ſhalt eate/12q=:r) the lahour of thine 
owne hands, bleſſed ſhalt thou be, and it 
hail go wel with thee. Whervpon vrop. 
11.2 (of a coteplatine life /dath wel gather, 
that he which can maintein himſelf by his 
own trauel, oughtnot to receiue any part 
of y which is dus to the weak x A 
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And we read in the Canon: let them only 
receyue the releefe of the pe, which are 
| not able to wozke, But that noeth mozs 
' * Harde, which is bozrowed out of lerome: 
} 12. queſt. 2. Can. Gloria epiſcopi: To Tres 
' _ cepue oz to withholde any parte of that, 
| wbiche aught to be beſtowed on the pee, 
it palleth the crueltie of all theues, which 
is ſpoken in that place of the Byſhops 02 
fiewards of the Church gods, which neg⸗ 
lected the pe: but it may well be vnder⸗ 
0 ſtod generally of all ſuche as do chalenge 
oz vſurpe any of the pouerties gods vn⸗ 
| iuſtly: and. i. que ſt. 2. Can.Clericos : Item 
N Can. Paſtor Thoſe clarks are pzoneunced 
giltie of ſacriledge, which when they may 
liue of their owne, pet they recepue of ths 
Church gods, whiche are the pwzes. But 
valiant beggers are muche moze iuſtlye 
t.auched with the ſame ſentence. Further⸗ 
moze againſt fplthy ydlenefſe how many 
p2ety ſayings may be bꝛought out of all 
ſozts of we tghters?To al mankynde was 
that law giue, which doth admitte no er⸗ 
ception, immediatly after mans creation: 
, In ſudore unitus tus viſcerts pane tuo, in 
ng thy bzowes ſhalts thou cate thy 
E F v. bead, 
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bzead:Gen.z Man is bozne fo laboure,as 
I ſparks ot coles which flie vpward, Job. 5. 
Chriſoſt. lib. pri. of the pzoutdence of Gd 
ſaith: That mas nature was created tono- 
thing lefſe than idlenelle and reſt, and if 
when we are bent to wozke and labour 
we are not fret from ſin, bat we finne ſtil, 
to what wickedneſle will not oure pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption p2oczde,if God had oꝛdepned vs 
to flowe in delightes, and idlenefſe. Nis 
trus that one ſapeth: Omnma mala docurt 
octum, Jolenclle hath taughte vs all wic⸗ 
kedneſſe. But theſe maye ſuffiſe thus 
ſlenderly ſette foꝛth foz tbe vnſkilkull: te 
witte, that all men mape haue wherwith 
to confirme bothe themſelues, and other, 
to thynke well of the taking awaye of vas 
liant begging. 

It reſteth therfoze, y al beggers, which 
are found ſound in body, be dꝛiuen by p aus 
thozity t edicte of the ſenate to ſame bandy 


laboure. They which know no occupation, 
it is miete they ſhoulde learne of ſome ar⸗ 
fificer, And ſith there be ſo ſundzye crafts 
and occupations, among them many are 
ſuch as may quickly and eaſily be learned, 
t befides may be p;aciſed with ſmal char⸗ 
Nes. 
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ges. In huſbadzyand tillage, in cloth mas 
king, and certaine other, many things may 
be done ef euery one fozthwith, Wherfoze 
none may make excuſe Þ he cannot learne. 


Ahe baue a will he cannot but obteyns 


the (kill. A he can any occupation befoze,it 
is well let them be occupied earneſtlye in 
it. And they ts whome the buſinelle of the 
pouertie is committed ſhall pꝛouide, that 
peeing redy to wozke they maye alwayes 
haue ſomething ready foz them to do, Let 
them haue ſhops, let them haue maſters to 
hire their woꝛk, either publike oz pꝛiuate, 
that they map vtterlpe haue no occaſien 
lefte to followe idleneſſe. And that the 
ſame aduiſe and counſaple was vſed in 
the pꝛimatiue Churche and ſocietie ok 
the kaithkull, it mape be eaſily gathered, 
out of the Epiſtle of Clemente the Pope, 
unte James the b:other of the Lo2be, 
where hee, ſpeaking of the care to bee 
hadde foz the pouertie, ſaythe thus: Foz 
ſuche as canne no occapations, ſeeke ys 
oute ſome honeſt occaſtens whereby they 
mape get neceſſarye vicualles. And (wne 
after he addeth: But foz the en pꝛo⸗ 
uide wozke. 

Thus 
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Thus muche of valiant beggers, and 
bowe it maye be fozſcene, that no ſotietie 
be burthened with theyz mayntenaynce. 
Nowe we wil make inquiſition of the rel 
of the pouertie in oꝛder, vut firſt of wido⸗ 
wes and oꝛphans. As touching widows, it 
is not nee dful, that al ſhuld haue alowance 
oute of the collection. Foz many of them 
and their childzen can gayn by doing ſome 
wozk, Foz they can kemb and carde wol, 
they can dzefle and ſcoure wollen cloath, 
tc. hatchell lyne o2 flare from the ſbyues, 
ſpinne, weaue,ſewe ſhirtes, and other lin- 
nen garmentes, make needle woꝛks, and 
doe all kynde of embzawnerie , they can 
make girdles, and all oꝛnaments foz chil- 
dzen, laces of partie colours, caules fo: 
womens haire, little purſes, and ſuche o⸗ 
ther kynde of apparell and furniture, and 
can teache the Cittizens daughters the 
ſame arts, Theſe and many other not vn⸗ 
like, they are able to do: by whiche mea⸗ 
nes ſurelp if they will, they may ſhift foz 
themſelues and their chiidzen competent⸗ 
ly, Let there be gotten huſbandes foz the 


vonger widdowes, and let them help after 
wards as they are able, euerp one in their 
N occu⸗ 


The regiment of Pouertie. 39 


otcupation, and ſo let them iopntly earns 
their maynfenance, Do Clemens in the e⸗ 
yo befoze mencioned ſapth: Be vou in 
ead of huſbands ts the widowes, t haue 
à care fo2 them after an honeſt ſozte, mts 
mittring thole things whiche are neceſſa- 
rie, yet couple the yonger wyddowes in 
marriage. Lherfoze if thus the widowes 
be reſtrained from filthte idlenefſe to ho- 
neft labour: oꝛ if they be maryed to artt- 
ficers, it will come to paſſe , that epther 
they ſhall be competently maynteyned by 
they; ownewozke, 02 ſhallnede but ve- 
ry (mal allowance to help out, oz certain⸗ 
ly very fewe will deſyze anye of the pus 

blike liberaliftie, 
The Churches and congrexationt in 
tymes paſſe, with greate faythe and dili⸗ 
gence,” toke vpon them a fatherlye care 
foz oꝛphans, bycauſe GD D had ſo com⸗ 
maunded: whyche Clemens in the ſame 
Epiltle dothe witneſſe. Therekoꝛe all 
Dzphans, ts whom, it ſhall be found that 
their parentes, oz ncere kinſmen, foz po⸗ 
uertie, coulde not aſligne tutours, ought 
to be commended to the cuerſers of the 
poꝛe, who if they be infantes; "—_ put 
em 
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chem to nurſlo to huſwiues that are thous 
ght meet, and haus no great charge of chil⸗ 
dꝛen themſelues, who ſhall receyue their 
wages ont of the collection, The lyke re⸗ 
garde (hall be had of infants that are layd 
fo2th in the ſtreates, if none will recepus 
them, Foz euen theſc alſo were nozifted 
and pꝛeſerued by the Church of old trme: 
whyche wee mape marke in the (ſeconds 
counſell at Axel., holden about the peare 
ef our Lo2d.320,0ut of the which Cannon 
32, it is alledged diſt. 87. Canon. Si ex- 
poſitus (where an errours is paſſed in the 
ſuperſcription which hath Ex concilio Lo- 

lecano.) Item out of the councell at Faſeu, 
which was celebzate, whe Leo þ firſt go⸗ 
nerned oö church of Rome, anno. 450. Can,$, 
Out of y whiche wo may alſo perceime, y 9 
there were in many cities certain houſes, 
in which ſuch childze wer honelily b2oght 
vpꝛand where ſuche pꝛouilion is made foz 
outcalt childzen,thers the ſtewards of ts 
pouertie are deliuered of this care. Neither 
ts this to be let ſlippe, that ſometyme the 
riche men,eſpecially whiche haue no chyl⸗ 
dzen, if they be gently intreated of ſome 


god men, will not grudge to take ſome 
| fathers 
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fatherlefle chylde, and bzing bym vp, as 
many intymes palt were wont to adopts 
certain, as teſfifieth often the Ciuile law, 
Now thoſe which do remaine, whether 

they be ozphans, oz outcaſt chilvze, if they 
baue no hope of comfozte, epther oute of 
ſome common D2phanotrophie, oz ſome 
ryche mans benignitie, thoſe muſte be 
ſo long mapntepned oute ok the publiks 
treaſurie, till they haue learned (ome 
trade to liue by. 

. "Now of ſtrangers oz pilgrims, whiche 
are of two ſoztes. Some ſtap long in the 
Citie, and haue as it were, gotten a dwel⸗ 
lug there: other dae but come as ways 
farers, and journey with ſpezde to ſomes 
other place. Df theſe fozmer, it is meste 
that ſearche ſhall bee made, vppon | what 
occaſyon they came fyzlt to the citie,what 


they doe, oꝛ hows they are pꝛeſentlꝑ oc⸗ 


cupyed, wherof they liue, of their maners, 
what god vertues , 82 notozious byces 
they are: noted ta baue Nowe yl neceſ⸗ 
ſitie of warre, oz caſualtie by fyze, 93 


water, haue foꝛted them to change their 


abyding, and that they be commended to 
be of paint lyfs, and beſides are found 


wil 
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willing to labour and trade ſome occupa⸗ 


tion, tden will we accompte them wozthy 
to be pittied, and ſo farte fœoꝛth to be lu⸗ 
Feined, and bo2ne withall, till they tan 
earne ſome thing againe to ling by:but if 
they be not founde ſuche as we haut now 
ſaide, nothing doth p2ohivite(whiche we 
knowe the old deuiſes of comms welthes 
baue alſo pꝛeſcribed) that they may not bs 
thꝛuſt out of the cittie, and be ſcnt backe 
into their gwne Countrey, fo2 it is ni@te 
that the deuotion be beſtowed elſewhere. 
And fo the end it may koꝛ hereafter be as 
uopdes, that the Cittie be not burthened 
with fozrein pouertie, the Senate oꝛ pars 
liament ſhall fd2bid, by an erpzeſſe law, 
that no Cittizen ſhall hereafter lette out 
any dwelling bouſe,oz harbour any ſtran⸗ 
ger of a fozein nation, without knowlege 
giuen firſt to the Cõſul, oꝛ Patoz, oz chief 
officer, howe loeuer he be termed, whome 
it vehoneth to en quire diligently of the e- 
fate and conditions of them, which come, 
ſo that this way it will pꝛoue, that the cõ⸗ 
mon welth ſhal haus fewer pouertie. But 
vnto the later ſozt, J meane poꝛe ſtraun⸗ 
gers, that tourney any whether, both lod⸗ 
ging 
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ging, and victuals, ſhalbe courfeonfly graũ⸗ 
ted lodging in the Yoſpitals, ſuche as als 
moſt in euer place we (& cur aunceſters 
haue builded,-whereof mencion is often 
made, both in the Tccleſiaſticail hiſtozies 
and in dizcrs counccls:they ſhall receyue 
ictuals epther in the ſame Boſpitall, oz of 
ſome appoynted foz the ſame purpoſe, It 
hall not be lawful fo2 them to begge fi 
doze to doꝛe. Foꝛ the which purpoſe the ſe⸗ 
nate 02 counſel, ſhal entoyn ſom that dwel 
neere euerp gate ofthe Cittie, to ſalute the 
po:e waylarers that come bp, to aſke them 
courteoufly from whence they come, and 
whether they go? Whe by and by they fhall 
ſigniſig vnto the, that begging is ſozbidden, 
and therwithal, ſhall ſhe we them the way 
to the Hoſpitals, oz to his houſe that pꝛo⸗ 
uideth foz the neceſſities of ſtraungers. 
Let vs p2oceede to viſeaſed perſons. Amog 
theſe,bycauſe ſame are græued with cu⸗ 
rable diſeaſes, ſome with vncurable, whe 
they are ſearched, pon millt take the coun⸗ 
ſell and aduiſe of phiſitians, and chirurgi⸗ 
ans, and wiſely pꝛouide, that as many as 
map be healed, maye be cured as ſwone as 
may be conuentently. But ſuch as haue 
G. not 


The regiment of Pouertie. 


not any hope to recouer their health, they 
ſwall goe to the ſpittle houſe, it ther e be a⸗ 
ny ſuche in the citie. Af there be none, it 
is miete to bethpnke howe they may bee 
 bolpen. The reſt which were iopned with 
theſe diſeaſed people, the blynd, the lame, 
the deale the dumbe. ec. doc not all foꝛth⸗ 
with, if they be ſound in other membꝛes, 
neede the publpke liberalitie. Foz often⸗ 
tymes, as much ok their ſtrength as is di⸗ 
miniſbed in one member, ſo muche we ſe 
is recompenced in an other membze, 
Therfoꝛe in wel gouerned common wel⸗ 
thes, we ofte ſ& that both the dear and the 
dombe hauing lerned honeſt occupations, 
haue wile and childzen, and bꝛing them vp 
boneſtly. They which lacke þ vſeof their 
fert, with their handes, did carve ſpones, 
ſalfes,little images, and other ſuch things: 
they ſewe garments, with the needle,pen, 
and penſyll they did paynte and dꝛaw pics 
fures,+ what could they not do withtheir 
bands: They which lackt, oz had luxatiõs 
in their arms, we haue ſ&ne them able to 
wozk with their feet, to blow black ſmiths 
bellows, o y triers of mettals x founders 
and in the churches to blowe the oꝛgans, 
moze⸗ 
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mozeouer to ſerue foꝛ meſſengers in the 
Cittie, to do arrants, tocarrie letters to 
other townes and citties, to beare burthẽs 


40 


vpon their ſhoulders after they were laide 
on. Ec. Neither may the blind be ſpared, 
that they map not accoſtome to do ſome 
wozke,and to get their vicuals with their 
owne trauell. 4 knowe ſome blinde men, 
whiche being ledde by a child, while they 
were childzen to the grammer ſthwle, by 
continuall hearing haue at length gotfen 
famous learning, and hane afterwarde 
taught other publiquely with greate com⸗ 
mẽ dation many alſo haue bin famons by 
their wzitings. Perſcuaidus Brugenſis and 
befoze bym Petrus Pontanus, of the ſame 
Cittie, Robertus VVancop Scotus dedtours 
ok Diuinite, e ot late created Arthbyſhop 
of Armacan, theſe taught at Pn. And 
who hath not heard of Didymus Alexan- 
drinus, whome all aunciente w2ighters 
doe greately extoll with pꝛapſes. Zte 

Hiodorus ths Stoicke, is celebzated, 
who taught in Philoſophie woꝛthyly, and 
bothe played and ſong to the Varpe, ac⸗ 
cozdyng to the manner of the Pycrhago- 
rians. Pozeouer, J haue ſtene at Brægit, 
G.ij. à col⸗ 


he” 
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acolledge dedicate and ſeruing onlye fog 
the blinde, in whiche many are inftruced 
to plaꝑ well on pipes, of ſundzy kinds, on 
Cyurche ozganes oz inſtruments xc. But 
they which are not capable of ſuche artes, 
choſe wind booms, and doubls thꝛteds foz 
the meauers, make baſkets and (kepps of 
oJers, 03 bull ruſhes xc. oꝛ wozke at the 
wine pzeſſes, oꝛ the had milles:to be ſboꝛt, 
there are innumerable whiche makyng a 
theweof arisfe 02 debilitie of body, do flee 
fo luccoure to begging as to the holy ans 
choz;:Wut if their eſtate be moze nerly ex⸗ 
amined,they ſhalbe found to haue no inf 
cauſe to begge Be that doth diligently tra⸗ 
mine haw many refuges are offred wher⸗ 
by he may ſhon pouertie, ſhall neuer be 
able lawfully to pꝛetend extreame netelli⸗ 
tie, oz that he muſt needes begge foz hys 
lining 

The fourth place we allpgned to bꝛokt 
und aged people. Neither neede all theſe ta 
be ſuſtęeyned of the comms collection. Pa⸗ 
ny fo theit laſt daye will willingly do one 


eaſie wozke oz other, and are occupied in 


the lome ſhopps, oz other wozkehouſes. 
But ſome that are vtterlye decrepite and 


croked 
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troked, lette the acron'o:omics o2 houſes 
appointed fa2 the aged cherich luch: as by 
the oꝛdinaunce of the olde church,may be 
often found, ts this day in many cities: of 
the which much is ſpoken, Coarce de epiſ- 
copis eclerici- ſome their childzt᷑, neuews, 
oꝛ niere kinſmen, which are able, Wall be 
commaunded to keps , Therefoze a dilts 
gent inquiſition be ing made, very fewe 
yall remapne to be relecucd of the col⸗ 
lection. 

What chall we faye of them, whyche 
fo; the p:dfefſion of the Enangelicali ve⸗ 
ritie, haue ben ſpoyled of their godes,ben 
condemned to the mpnes, ben baniſb ed in⸗ 
to Jlandes, and impꝛiſoned? It is certain, 
that as touchyng thys matter, the verye 
ſams reſpects is not, which was long ago, 
fith Ethnik magiſtrates do no moꝛe now 
beare rule in the common wealth. Ther⸗ 
foze both ſeldome and in fewe places, it 


chaunceth, that any are afflicted foz the 
_ confefſion of the Goſpell,after the man⸗ 


ner of the fyzifke Chzyitians , Pet, ik at 
any tyme it appeare, that any be iniu⸗ 
ried w2ongfallye, and be endaungered 
fo; repzehending vices and ſuperſtitions 
O. ain. bslbly, 
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boldely, oz other wile, foz vttering oz des 
fendyng the the truthe confantlye, then 
frucly all ged menne ſhall endeuour, 


that Chꝛyſte hereafter maye not com- 


playne, and lape vato oure charges, that 
be in hys members was neglected of 
vs, and was lutfered to lacke all thyn⸗ 
ges necellarpe foz thys Iyſe, Nepther 
niede any man fo doubt, but that Chyil 
euen at thys daye is perſecuted and cru⸗ 
cifycdin manye of hys members. The 
nygber that the wozlde dzawethe to an 
ende, the moze cruellye will Antechziſte 
rage agaynſt Chziſtes diſciples, 

Among the Pouertie in the xte place 
we put the captynes, eſpeciallpy in war 


ennimies of the Chziſtian Religion, 
But ſith dure Kings haue not perpetuall 
warre wyth the Turkes, oz zdolaters, 
therefoze thys burthein of redemyng 
captiues is ſeldome layde vpon vs. 
In the leuenthe place, we reckeneb 
men of great riches ſodcynly bzoughte to 


bee pwze, by ſhypwzacke, ouerflowyng 


of waters, fyze, robbyng , and incurſt- 


ons * . inuaſtons, and other lyke 
calu⸗ 


res whyche haue ben made agaynſte the 
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caſualties , But all theſe are ſuche foz 
the moſte parte, as wyth a little healpe, 
and that but foz a whyle, by their owns 
vertue and diligence , they wyll weare 
it out agapne by little and little, and 4 
may adde, that many tymes they whiche 
are wealthie, do liberally of theyz owne 


accoꝛde, by lendyng them money, oz o⸗ 


ther wapyes, ſuccour ſuche as they knowe 
are become poze, not by they2 owne de⸗ 
fault, ſo long tyll they maye ryſe, and re- 
couer agapne. 

Dtherwhyles, theſe kynde of menne 
baue licence from the Pagiſtrate to craus 
ſome reltefe at eucry houſe: which thins 
ges ſpthe they be ſo, epther but little, 
oz fo2 no long ſeaſon theſe menne wall 
nede relefe out of the common treaſurie 


of the poze. 


Laftly,ws added childzen, giuen to lern 
god litterature, but eſpecially enclined to 
the ſtuvie of the holy Scriptures, but bi⸗ 
cauſe there are but fewe to be found, in 
whome there maye be ſcene any ſingular 
hope, eche man can eaſylye concepue, 
that no great charges wyll ryle this way, 
Admitte that in one means Citie ſyre oz 
G. iin. tuen 
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ſenen mape be choſen whyche are fitte 
and apte, J beſeeche you what is that 2 
Therfoze it is euident by theſe things, 
that almoſt of an infinite number of men 
and women, whiche intrude and mingle 
themlelues with the poze, all are not ve⸗ 
ryly n#die and woꝛthie to haue the pus 
blyke allowaunce, but that a choyſe even 
wyth diligence muſt be had. Foz yf all 
the ſoztes of pauertie were reherſed in 
oder, and thozoughoute euery trybe (as 
Z mape tearme it) oz warde, a ſearchs 
myghte bie made, in luche ſozte as 4 
baue nowe expꝛeſſed, you ſhall fynde , 
amange the valyant beggers none, a- 
mong wyddowes, and D2phans, ſome- 
tyme moze , ſometyme lefle, but neuer 
any greate number, among the ſtraun⸗ 
gers verpe fewe , among the dyſeaſed, 
thoſe onely which are greeued wyth dil⸗ 
eaſes vncurable , wherein the Phyflti- 
ans and Surgeons (kyll and arte fap⸗ 
leth: Foz thoſe that are curable; hall 
ſon? be diſpatched, and they ſet againe fs 
wozke;among the aged they only that ars 
impotent, and haue no childꝛen oz other to 
cheriſhe them, among ſache as are atlli⸗ 


bs RET ere NO it”. is ; + 3 
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edfo2 the pzofeſſion of the Gofpell, and 


among the captiues in warre, in ſoms 
places nene, in ſome very fewe: as 
mong tyoſe which by ſodapne caſualtis 
are caſt downe to pouertie, neither often 
no: foz any long ſeaſon: among childzen 
to be ſente to ſchole, truely very few that 
ought to be maynteined de publico, of ths 


generall collection. 


Therefoꝛe when the vie wers oz Ste- 
wards haue in this ſoꝛte once founde out, 
bowe great a number of true pouertie is 


in the citie, then they ſbal ſone contecturs 


bowe great charges is requifite to the ac⸗ 
compliſhing of this govly deuiſe. And leſt 
any might complaine, that exhibition doth 
02 may hereafter lacke, and therfoze they 
might cry out that this care foz the relies 
of the pwze muſte be calte aſide agayne, 


exhibition may be leuied foz to beare the 


charges. 


G. d. Chap- 


therefoze we will ſhewe howe ſufficient 
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Chapter.7. 


Hovve the money and neceſſarie char- 
ges may be collected vvithout 
any great burthen to the 
Citizens. 


E vnderſtand that the ho⸗ 


ä We 7 /,yea of all ages haue bene 
„Avery careful to inuẽt how 


} 


V4 IN toincreaſethe allowance 


diftrivated to the poe. In the law of Mo- 
les god cõmanded euery one that poſſeſſed 


lands, vinepards, oꝛ oliue tries, h he ſhuld 
not reape downe euer co2ner of his field, 
noꝛ gather the ſcattred tares of coꝛne, noʒ 
the fallen cluſters of grapes, noz the os 


lines lefte on the boughes after the gathe⸗ 


ring: but what ſoeuer hcreof remayned, | 
ſhoulde be fre foz the pwze,the widdowe, 
and ftraungers to gleane vp. Leui, 19 23. 
euter.24. Ye charged the riche men als | 

ſo to lend vnts the poꝛe, as often as their 
niede required , without oppꝛeſſing oz 
delapinz them, and pet in the meane _— 

they 


w I; ly fathersof þ firſt church, 


"a twhich was by them to be 
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they mighte take no pledge of them, nei⸗ 
ther aſke agapne that which they had lent 
impo2tunately,oz rigezouſlp. Deu. 24.25, 
Leur.23. Pany other lawes to the lame 
effecte, were oꝛdeyned by almightie Oos, 
foz the relefe of the pwze, which it were 
to long to recite, Jn the Aces Apoſt.eue⸗ 
ry one that bel&ued the Goſpell bzoughte 
their money, which either befoze they bad 
gotten,oz then had recepued foz thinges 
which they ſolde, vnte the Apoſfles fete, 
to be diſtributed to ech man fo2 his dayly 
reltete. Ats.4, But we haue ſhewed be- 
fo:e, that example not to ſerue fo euerꝑ 
place, and fyine, That whiche I will 


nowe vfter, is rather to be appꝛoued and 
followed. At ſuche tyme as Chzylte 


taughte in the temple at Jeruſalem, and 
in the Dinagoges of other Cities, there 
was placed a cheſte. Marke. 12. * 21. 

named G⁊ephylat iu m, ints the whiche 
all men were erhozfcd to caſte ſome mo? 
ney ; bythe which money, as repazteth 
Theophilactus, the officers of the churche, 
the widowes and pouerty were refreſhed. 


Which Chriſoſt. ſeemethalſo to affirme, 
FFpounding thoſe wozds Mat. 24. 6 licet 
mittere 
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mittere iu corbonam quia precinm ſanguin 


ef Jt may not be put into the treaſure, 
bicauſe it is the pzice of bloud. The Apo⸗ 
{tle Baule, deſiring to haue the bzetb2en 
which dwelt at Yieruſalem relieued, aps 
popnted in the Church of the Cormr ane, 
that euer firſt day of the weeke (02 ſome 
one day in the werke) euery man ſhoulde 
put alive by him (elfe, and lay vp as Gad 
bad pꝛoſpered him, ſome poꝛtion to be af- 
ferwards deal: to the pewze. 1.Cozinth.:6, 

Tertullianus Apolog. cap. 39, telling tbe 
cuſtome of the Churches of his time, in 
collecting the almes, ſaythe : When we 
mete in our holy aſſemvlies, eder man 
lapeth downe a ſmall poztion on the 
monthly day, 92 when he will, and if bs 
be able: foꝛʒ ns man is compelled,but be⸗ 
ſtoweth what he is willing of his owns 
accozde. /e quaſi depoſura pietatis ſunt, 
Cheſe are as it were the pledges of deuo- 
tiou. Pozeouer in the ſame chapter be tes 
ftifieth,that the ſupper called Agape, that 
is, lout, was wont on ſet and appoyntey 
dayes to be celebzated at the holy mietin⸗ 
ges: and certaynly,as be ſapth, ts helps 
. ke pay with that rome which mas 


ner 
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ner ok feaſting togither was common in 
all congregations, But when the C in- 
thians did ſone Degenerats vnto riottous 
keaſting, it is in that place abꝛogate by the 
Apoſt. . Cozinth.11, In pꝛoceſſe of tyms 
vellals, and pꝛecious oznaments of golde 
and ſiluer were giuen ts the Church, wbi⸗ 
che if any great neceſſitie grewe oz inua⸗ 
ded, were bꝛought fozth by the byſhops, 
and liberally beſtowed on the pwze mozes 
ouer and aboue their o2dinarie alowance. 
Foz ſo Cyrillus byſhop of Jeruſqlem (as 
repozteth Sozemenus Tripart. hiſt. 5 c.27) 
when a dearth was in the Pꝛouince, and 
the needie people fo2 neceſſitie of meate 
loked foꝛ ſuccour of him, as of their bys 
chop, and money there was none to eaſe 
their penurie, he foke the veſſels and ſa⸗ 
cred veyles to relue the peoples neceſ⸗ 
ſitie. Moꝛeouer in thoſe times wherin the 
Pꝛinces themſelues began to pꝛofeſſe ths 
Chziſtian religion, the Churche recepued 
landes, incloſures, vinepardes, tithes. tc. 
of the franke liberalitie of noble and wel⸗ 
thie men: as witnelle the Cccleſtaſticall 
biſtoz ies. Item Chryſoſtome, Hierome, 
Augultine, and other in diuers nung 
8 
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*_  Heriche men noting the fapth and readi⸗ 

neſſe of the byſhops,and other churche ru⸗ 
lers in helping the poze, dyd willingly 
commit vnto them the diſpoſing of all the 
treaſure. And when they bad heaped gret 
riches togither, they then buylte publike 
Almes houlſcs, hoſpitals, ſpittles , nours 
ſeries, e2phanhouſes,houſes fo2 the aged, 
free ſcholes, and whatſocuer ſuche, fir{t in 
the great and populous cities, and then in 
the lefle. ft length, whether bicaule per⸗ 
aͤduenture the Piniſters of the churches 
began in ſome places to be lack in the of- 
fice of tewardlhip foꝛ the poꝛe, oꝛ that in 
ſome places the number of pouerty incre⸗ 
ſed, and houſes of relefe coulde not eche 
where be built fo2 them, Cannons were 
made in dincrs places, ſeueral times fog 
the diuiſton of the church gods into foure 


pozttons, wherof the fir ſt ſbould remapns 


to the Byſhoppes and elders, the ſeconde 
ta the Clerkes and Miniſters, the third 


to buylde and repayꝛe the Churche edi⸗ 
fices, the fourthe to the publike reliefe 
of the pWꝛe. J haue made mention of 

theſe Cannons befoꝛe. 
Finally in ſuche places as the godes 
would 
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woulde not reache to foſter the poze, ma⸗ 
ny citizens being admoniſhed, intreatev, 
t perſuaded by the Miniſters of the chur⸗ 
ches, haue bequeathed ſomething by their 
teſtaments, many alſs haue aflignes 
renfes, and perely penſions, out of their 
landes, garvens, oz houſes, as is ts bes 
ſene/in the wzitinges , Inſtrumentes, 
and Enidence , which are kepte foz the 
fame purpoſe in the Archines and Treas 
| ſaries of the ſapde Churches and almes 
houſes. 
By theſe meanes chiefly the holy and 
pꝛudent men alluredly thought, that in e⸗ 
uery citie oꝛ pariſhe ſufficient mighte bs 
| pꝛouided fo2 the poze, and the ſame trads 
| many ages after was happily obſerued 
as long as the dignitie of the Churche 
|, ſtkode in ſafetie. Powe therefoze let vs ſe 
among the examples of the olde fathers 
mentioned, what deuiſes may honeſt- 
lie bee vſed in thys ours tyine , fo te 
rayſe a ſufficiente collecicn fo2 neceCaris 
charges. 

ö Acrozding to p maner which was vſual 
among b Jewes, as repoꝛteth Theophila- 
Aunder might wel be ſet in enery church 


. 
i 


cer 
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tertayn cheſtes c2 boxes, with an inſcrip⸗ 
tion oꝛ note, declaring that it is appointed 
foz the treaſurie of the poꝛe: into which 
cheites cuery one may pꝛiuilp caſte as 
muche money as he will, aud when he 

will, bæing perſuaded, that uf is muche 
better to lay vp pꝛiuilp there fo2 the pwze 
without deſire ot vayne glozy, and ſo that 
the lefte hande ſhall not knowe what the 
righte hande doeth, two mytes of copper, 


dz neuer ſo ſmall a pece of money, than 


to beſtowe certapne groates on them that 
begge commonly,and at euerp doꝛe. 

2 Pozeouer, nothing letteth, why ths 
ouerſeers of the pw2e, in the name of all 
the pouertto committed to them, map not 
once in a werke go about to euery citizens 
houſe, to receiue a ſtipende of euery man, 
as we ſc the Cerinthiant were admoni⸗ 
ſh?d by the Apoſtle to do the like. 

3 On ſuch dayes as bcly alſembliesare 
made, and when the people meete al togi⸗ 
ther at the Church, to the hearing of Gods 
woꝛde, and the participation of the ſacras 
ments of the miſticall Supper, then the 


ſayde Officers may well receyue the ob⸗ 
lations of the faythful, either going about 
the 
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the Churche, oꝛ fanding in ſome conue- 
nient place, Foz ſceing now we celebꝛate 
no Agapas, that is, feaſtes of loue, after 
the olde maner to refreſhe the poze, what 
may better ſupply the place of them, than 
a godly diſtribution of almes, which will 
no doubt pꝛoue as auaylable foz the refe⸗ 

con of the pW zee? | 

And let not the callecours foꝛ py poꝛe 
be llacke o2 diſdapne to do this, ſith it is 
moſt certen that by this labour they ſhall 
do vnto God an acceptable ſeruice, and a 
very ſpirituall wozſhip. 

4 And truely to further happily this 
whole buſineſle, the willingnefleand en⸗ 
deuvonr of the Pzeachers oz miniſters of 
the charches themſelues will helpe very 
muche, to witte if they often appoynt to 
ſpcke of charitie & liberalitie towards the 
poꝛe in their publike ſermos to the mul- 
titude, and often in their pꝛiuate exhoztas 
tions to them, which aſke their aduiſe in 
doubtful caſes. F02 nothing can moꝛe ef- 
fectually bꝛing to paſſe, that the Dfficers 
themſelues may cherefully take pames to 
gather, and al other with pzompt e. ready 
minds to beftow their EI = 

L F 
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the graue 4 lcrned ſermbs ol þ pzeachers; 
- 5 The Winifters alſo of the church ſhal 
helpe not & little, ii ſometimes out of the 
open pulpit, and ſomtimes pztaatly,when 
they are called to ſuch as be ſick oꝛ other 
wile, they aduertiſe them, that ſuche as 
be minded to make their willes, doe bes 
queath ſome thing to the needy people, but 
eſpecially when their heires that ſucceeve 
them, haue no great nc&ve, 02 are perhaps 
bnwozthy,oz ingrat, o: pꝛodigal waſters. 
6 Furthermoze, in ſome places often 
times are 82deined funeral pompes,with 
great charges, to pꝛouoke mourning, oz 
rather foz oftentation, eſpecially at the 
buriatl of ſome noble oz riche Citizen, 
But who is ſo grofſe witted, which vn⸗ 
derſtandeth not that it wonlde be muche 
mo2e commendable, and moze acceptable 
befoze God, if this maner of ſuperfiuous 
funerall charges were ab2idged, and be⸗ 
ftowed on the naked members of Chzyſt, 
which almoſt al the pere do mourne t lan⸗ 
guiſh fog lack of reicefe? It is certapn that 
thoſe ſumptucus burials e exequies were 
btterly — to the old 5 
Me read in diede in certein weiters that 


there 


* * N 
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chere were offrings and oblations made, 
fo be diſtributed to the pe, but of any 
goꝛgious pꝛeparation oz magmfical pomp 
' we do not read, 
d | 7 And if after the ſame maner certayn 
| pꝛodigious and vnnecefſarie oznamets of - 
the churches, ſuch as we ſes in many plas 
ces of pictures, tables, of ſignes, and mas + 
ny other things. were ſolde, when the nes 
ceſſitie of the poꝛe required, who woulds 
t̃hinnke it anp ſinne, ſithe in tymes paſt (6 
giodlpy Church rulers and biſhops doubted 
not in ſuche necellitie to alienate euen the 
neceſſarie veflels? TY 
” 8 Peither dothe any thing hinder, but 
that there may honeflly x ciuillp enquiris 
be made as touching the church gods, that 
they map vnderſtande, whether the fourth 
part tberot᷑ co go to the relief of the pwze, 
naàaccozding to the pꝛeſcript ot the Cannons, 
And in ſome places the Churches haue 
hadde of long continuaunte a treaſurie 
foz the pmze, into the which not enely the 
Almes here and there dayly collected, 
but alſo the money that ryſeth of yere- 
3 Iyrentes,andannuall penſions is lapde 
vppe. But this is often founde ts bee fa 


* 31 B. y. much, 


releefe map be pꝛouided 


— woulde amount 
in the fourth parte. There 
faze where there is ſo riche a treaſurie, 
the Magiſtrates baue gov cauſe to ende 
nour to bzing to paſſe, that thereby due 
koz the pwr. 
Agayne in| ſome places the fourth parte 
of the Chutche gods is ſente to the almes 
bouſes,but what becommeth of it? There 
are to bee ſene Almes houſes, but no 
poze people are admitted vnto them, oꝛ 
percaſe onely two, oz thz&, o2 foure well 
fattedhogges of Epicures hearde, whiche 
ſcarſly can beare the ballace ot their paun- 
ches foz fatneſſe, muſte be admitted in 
thether. There are wbich we terme Pol- 
pitals, but none cdᷣmes at them, they are 
ſhutte vp from all ſtraungers. There are 
Spittles, nt houſes foꝛ the aged, but they 
are only frequented with ſound + ſtrong, 
and people of luſty yeres,and ſuch as take 
their pleaſure there:ſo mighte we ſay of| 
the reſt. Thereſoze herein alſo ſome dili⸗ 
gent laboyre woulde be employed, that 
accozdyng to the Cannons of dyuers 
Councels, (which foz bꝛeuitie I ceaſe to 

| xrecken) 


to be moꝛe 
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recken,and the lawes of the Cmperours, 
wherof ſome are extant, Codice de Epit- 
copis & Clericis, other are extant in No- 
uellis, that all ths Stewards of thoſe pla- 
ces ſhould yeeld an account of the receipts 
and expences, either to the bythops, oz 
their ſubſtitutes, oz befo2e ſome other 


fo; the laying oute at the gods foz the 
vle of the poze, foz whoſe lake, eche man 
knoweth they were firft collected. Rei⸗ 
ther is there any doubt, but that by this 
meanes euen abundaunce cf ſubſtaunce 
may be gathered foz the mayntenaunce af 
the poze. 

9 After all theſe, if ſo be that in ſome 
certayn place of the citie on ſet dapes, oz 
ſome appopnted ſeaſon cf the pere, meat, 
d2inke,garments,fewcll, oz meney be vs 


le w, and a certapn number choſen : none 
may lawfully midike if the ſame be com- 
mitted to bs diſpoſed by thecommonouer- 
ſersof the pe2e, oz at the leaſt; that they 
may haue libertie to nominate, to what 
poze, oʒ bow muche they thinke mate to 


be ditributed, All the whichs things doe 


Vas. 


agree 


Pagiltrates, and let them all take aduiſe 


fually diſtributed, and peradnenture to a 


& bo 10 
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Aret very well with the: oꝛders of the 


olde Churche,as.we could, it it were needs 
lull, moze! ally teache. 
ere no harde mutter to inuent 
many ſuch fitte meanes to rayſe the char⸗ 
ges, eſpeciallp at ſuche times as there is 
greats vearthe of iron condo and 
there ſeemeth to be extreme necellitit. Foz 
then it may be oꝛdeyned, and the Pzeas 
chers them ſelues foz god cauſes ſhall 
ſpeake of np conſtitutions, and ſhall ex⸗ 


bozte the people to graunt vnto them, ta 
wit, that in bargapning, elpeciallyi in bo⸗ 


ing and ſelling, hyꝛing and letting, and in 


making of mariages, the people ſhall vſe 
to giue ſomewhat better earneft pennies 
than befoze, and ſhall fozthwith put the 
ſame into the pouerties cheſt oꝛ boxe, tas 
ding ready in the Church, Whaſceuer do 
tale on them any publike office oz fun- 
cton,of their fre will ſhall beſtowe ſome 


therby ofalmightie God a joyful lucceſle, 
"MW2azeouer when a mulcte 02 fine is by the 
Magiſtrates ſet on any mans head fo; an 
offence comitted,to be payde either to the 
| men 02 the common wealth,thoſe a 
Alle 


thing to the pwze mens bore, as wiſhing 
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alſo may well be eniopned to pay ſame 
poztion of money; to the pe. And 4 
ſuppoſe no godly 02 reaſonable man will 
denie, that theſe are very fitte mcanes to 
| encreaſe the fruites of godlpnelle, and 
| vet they ſwarue nothing frem the rule of 
equitie, noz are not very greenous 03 
burthendus. Beſides theſe, in certayne 
Cities oftentymes there are made pub⸗ 
like plape⸗ and games, (J ſay not ain- 
nered otherwhyles with filt;zinetlc oz o⸗ 
| ther ſins, foz which cauſe ch2iitian baſy- 


fulneſſe and ſobzictie doth woꝛthily deteit 
| them) banquets, and feafts of bꝛotherheds 
and colledges, e very many other of that 
| ſoꝛte, on the which great ſums of money 

are perelp waſted, But how much better 
were it, p certen of theſe were vtterly abo 
| liſhed, oz at the leaſt were kept moze mo⸗ 
„ Deratly, that y ſuperfluous charges might 


becouerted to the neceſſities of p pe? A 
certen ma named Antiſleus p citie næding 
Apece of money to be in a redineſſe, what 

ſotuer might happen, when the feaſtes of 

Bacchus were at hande, which the citi⸗ 

5 Jens were wont euerp pere to celevzats 

rn „and with greate charges, 

P.utj. he 


| a * 1 


ne were colleced inſhozte time. Why 


2 — 
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be cofiſeled tbem to omit them, and tolay 
vp the money which ſhould haue ben cons 
41 on them, Lhe Laccdemomans, wh# 
the Samtant minding to depart, requeſted 
money ok them towardes their iourney, 
they decrerd by pablike aduiſe, that they, 


dap: and that which euery man ſhoulde 
baue ſpente, ſhould be papde to the m: 
ans, Pozeouer Pp Epbeſrans lacking money 


made a law ſodenly, i womẽ ſhould after 


that wear no gold, and ould either giue, 
92 at the leaſt lende that which they had at 
that pꝛeſent, to ths citie.(theſe things are 
repozted by k riſtotle Oeconomico. lib. 2.) 
By theſe meanes great ſummes of mos 


may we not therfozein like maner, elpe⸗ 
ciaily by making certayne lawes to as 


bꝛidge erceſſiue charges, and to call men 


to ſobzietie and modeſtie, attayne ſuffi- 
cient fo2 the mayntenaunce of the pw2e ? 
But truely Zam not wyſe to ſtay in thels 
things. It is certapn that ſundzie meanes 


may be iuuented, as place and time res. 


quireth , and ws thoughte god onely to 
ronche the thing, * we might — 


their ſeruaunts, and cattel ſhould faſt ons 


* 
> . : 
Inn OO ˙ e 


_ offentymes theſe men are deceyted, and 


F 
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_ occaſion to deniſe ſuche as ſhal be thought 


miete fo2 your cities and pariſhes. 
Truly be is greatly deceyuedin my 0- 
pinian, whiche fearcth, that to ſo godly a 
purpoſe exhibition will be wantyng. To 
thinke that things neceſſarie foʒ the main» - 
tenance of the psze can not be gotten, it 
is the opinion of a man that playnely tis ⸗ 


ſtruſteth ofthe govneſſe bothe of god and 
man. Uerily the wozlbly wiſe and coue- 
tous men, muſyng of their houſhold pꝛo⸗ 


uiſton, are wonte thus doubtkullp to reas 
ſon: M hence ſhall we haue to maynteyne 
this oʒ that thing? and with ſuch vaine ca · 
res the wzetches tozmet themſelues. But 


are fruſtrate of their hope, and whyle ha⸗ 
uing all thynga, they can neuer be ſatiate, 
ſometymes they fall into deſperation. 

Contrarywiſe the godly,although at ths 
beginning of the ycare, oꝛ the month,they 


d not fozeſg how they ſhall get their ne- 


ceſſarts charges, yet when the yeare, oz 
the monthe is ended, they acknowledge 
that they haue recetusd liberally al things 
which they needed, and greately maruell, 
and gius Ood thankes, But ſo it is truly, 

V. v. only 
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only God fexdeth euerp one alpke, yet all 
doe not conſider it alyke, Lhertozc let vs 
put our truſt in God, and there is no dout 
but that he will by all meanes further our 
godly entrryalles. ] | 


Chaprer, 8. 


| Mae! he almes oughte ryg krly, and | 
according to the rule of equities 
to bee patted'amonyg 7 | 
the Pore 


ry 


1 1 T rclteth that we adde come 
: 4 thing of the ryghte dil ribution 
ol the almes . And verily this 
is a labourſome charge. Foz af- 
ter-« oncs . true pouertie are diſſeuered 
fcom the couatectkaites, and tye certapnt 
number of thoſe whiche mut be relecued 
of the common charitie knowne, then it 
| behoneth-wyſely to foꝛeſe howe ta euerę 

one of the pro2e acco2dyng to:theyz con⸗ 
dition, ſexe, age, ſtrength, neede, health oz 

ſickneſte, the labour which they do, and the 

gayn that ryſeth to them of their labaurs 

to lame SN and 1 88 other 2 
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fo other linnen oz wollen clothe, to other 
fuel, to other monecy,to other dwellings, x 
other things neceſſary foz this life,may be . 
diſtributed, that none map appeare to be 
contemned noꝛ neglected, that none mape 
haue iuſt cauſe to complayne, aithough to 
ſay the truth, all pcuertie (almoſt) are na⸗ 
furally wzangling, grudging e diſdainkul. 
Che apoſtle,2,Co3.8. warneth al the gods 
ly to ſtudie to relœue the need of the po2e, 


hauing a regard to their owne abilitie, oz 


ts an equalitie: Yowe muche mo2e then 
ſhall they to whom the caſe of the pouer - 
tie is committed, diligently labour in this, 
that in ſo great a companie and diuerſitie 
of por;ertie, they maye parte the Almes 
and collection , acco2dyng to an cqualts 
fie, and euen a Geometricall pꝛopoꝛti⸗ 
on. Foz therefoze dothe the apoſtle in 
that place ſo greatly commende the fayth, 
diligence, and diſcretion ot thoſe th2&@ men 
whome he ſente to Cor:ntban to receyue 
the almes, ſo that he doubteth not in the. 
ende, to call them the Embaſſe doures of 
che Churche foꝛ the glozye of Chziſte. 
It ſerueth ts the ſave purpoſe, that in 
the Acts. 6.chap.the deacons are * 
; e 
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to be men of tryed boneſtie , full of the 
holy ghoſte, and of wiledome. Lherefoze 

in the councell holden at Thuroxa, in the 
- Empire of Carolus Magnus, Can. 10. f. 11, 
the Biſhops are commaunded to diſpoſt 
the Churche godes to the pwze with great 
circumſpection, and as they ſawe eche one 
had neede. But what Goulde 3 ntede to 
b2tng many decrees of this matter, ſith ex- 
perience playnlp teachet vs, that greate 
diſcretion is required to be in thoſe men, 
whiche ſhall oꝛder the allowaunce of ſo 
manye pwze, accozdyng toan cqualitie 2 
And notwythſtanding, in that Chapiter 
where wer ſpake of ſerehing and vie wing 
the paze, wer haue expꝛeſſed not a fewe 
thyngs fytte fo2 this purpoſe: yet that 
they to whome thys charge is publykely 
committed, maye execute their office out- 
wardly, it ſemeth god vnto mes, to adds 
and annere certayne cautions , whereof 
ſome are generall, and muſte continnally 
ber vſed towardes all the ponertie : but 
other are fptte faz ſome one ſozte 02 9- 
ther. Lette this therefozy be the fy;its 
p26uifo. 


l 
p 


- euerp 


The pucriiers of the pave , hall once 
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tuery wirke, on a ſette dap, and the ſame 
tobe thoughte moſte conueniente, viſite 
the coftages of all the poze, whyche are 
knowne verily to baue nede, and exami⸗ 
ning the lack of euer hauſholde, the mul; 
tude oz fewneſſe of chyldzen which are 


gayne, and ſuche other things incident to 
euerp perſon, ſhall only diſtribute with- 
out any rygoure oz ſharpene ſſe eyther of 
voyce,0; countenaunce, ſo muche as they 
thynke ntedefull. Thys weekely viewe 
wyll bzing to paſſe, that the whole eſtate 
of the poze ſhall dayoly moze and mo28 
be knowns to the ouerſers, and not ons 
ly their neede, but alle their modeſtie, 
kapthe, honeſtie, and what loeuer ver⸗ 
tues 92 vices remayne in them. 

Ak any ot the pouertie be ſo vndiſcrete, 
that whatſoener money they receiue, they 
are not aſhamed traight wape to walte 
and conſume it pztutly with guaffing, oz 
like vnhoneſt meanes, it ſhall be beſte to 
giue them no monep at all, ſith it is vnto 
them as a baite 02 inſtrument ot wicked⸗ 
neſſe, but accoꝛding to the pꝛopoztion of 
their money allowante, it ſhall be pzout- 


dv, 


m, the health, wrength, labour, arte, 
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ded, that they may haue after a certapne 
waight o2 meaſure fo: every day,fro ons 
place bead, from an other meate, from 
thethy2d d 2inke,and from other places o⸗ 
ther things neceſſary,hauing a bill oz tals 
lie giuen them foz the pꝛouiſion of enery 
thing, and what ſoeuer theſe do reccyne 
in that ſoꝛt, would be paide and diſcharged 
euerx werke koꝛ ſund2ye cauſes. Let vs 
adde this alſo: it is neceſſarpe that theſe 
kind of mẽ oꝛ women be ſharply admoni⸗ 
ſhed to repent, and amend, other wiſe that 
they ſtall be ſure not to eſcape the rod of 

cozrection 02 goe vnpuniched. 

3 That which we haute nowe ſayde of 
P pꝛodigall and ſuch as ſinne malictouſly, 
ws woulde haue alſo to be vnderſtod of 
ſuch as are out of meaſure negligent and 
careleſſe of all things, not knowing howe 
to vie that which they get, oꝛ is giuẽ them, 
and viterly ignozant howe to gupde theyz 
houſeholde:it is certapne that many ſuche 
are often to be found. 4f any do lacke the 
ceuntell of other, theſe truly ought moſt 
ok all to be vnder ouerſccrs + tutozs as are 
childꝛẽ. Therfozey officers chal neuer ſul⸗ 
fer any anke to come in their fingering. | 
2 4 | 
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41 It is alfo warelye fo bee p2onided; 
that as many as are ſuſfeyned by the com⸗ 
mon almes (ercepte the ſicke and ſ&ble) 
alwayes may haue (ome wozke to occupy 
them, which we ſhewed befoze was needs 
full. Wherfoze befo2e either occaſion to 
wozke oz to gayne do faile them, it beho⸗ 
ueth the ouerſters to goe vnto and to ads 
monikh euery riche Cittizen, 4 ſometimes 
alſo the common counſell, and ſenate, that 
they pꝛocure them ſome work, either pꝛi⸗ 
unuate oꝛ publike:as to dzefie the walles of 
the cittie, to clenſe the trenches, oꝛ ditches, 
to repayꝛe oꝛ umende the publique ediſi⸗ 
tes which are curiouſe, and ſuche lyke. 

5 Furthermoze once cuery werke, oz 
where there is a great multitude, twice, 
the vewers oz ſtewardes ſhall ſitte to⸗ 
gither in certayn hcuſes in ſome publike 
chamber oz place fitie fez the ſtate and 
countenaunce of a counſeil, to bcare and 
vnder ſtande the cauſes, quarels, requeſts, 
and ſuites ot the pwze, which by their cc ⸗ 
ſell and apde they ſhall endeusure ſo to 
frame and ſet in oꝛder, that they ſuffer no 
man to depart cut of their pꝛeſente ſadde, 
62 miſcontented. Foz otberwhiles lonis 
| ſodein 
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ſodein caſualtie maketh, that a pwze man 
hath moꝛe neede than he had ere while: one 
hath ſome ot his bouſchsld lying lick: a- 
nother hath a wiſe traueling in child birth 
don! deliuered, lacking cheriſhment:another 
lacketh ſome handy wozks wherof he was 
wont ta be occupted c gaine ſome thing: 
in finc, this man is in debte to the Phiſi- 
tion, another to the chirurgian, another to 
the mid wife, ic. Therloze all theſe muſt be 
heard courteouſip and be relæued as farre 
as the fubſtance of p treaſurie wil permit. 
In like manner if any be founde to abuſe 
the publique allowance, to leſe the mo- 
ney whiche they receyue at game, cz to 
wall it at bibbing, to pamper themiſelues 
in idlenefſe without cauſe, oz to refuſe to 
wo2ke, to rage cruelly at home with hys 
wife and childzen, oz to rayle aud often 
moue diſſention among the neighboures: 
the ouerſeers ſhall call foz the, to the ſame 
place, and ſhall ſeverely rebuke them in 
p pꝛeſente ol all that ſit there, bal warne 
them to amend and returne into the right 
wap, and other whiles ſhall depꝛiue them 
foꝛ a ſpate, of ſome part of the allowance, 


which 12 were wont to en Pꝛoui⸗ 
| den 


and truſt, the viewers ſpeake, and do echs 
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bed alway, that in the meane fyme it hal 


be lauful fo; the miniſters of the churche, 
the Senatoꝛs, rea and foz every citizen, tg 
come to this ſeſſion oz court of p viewers 
as often as it lyketh them, and not only to 
marke with what diſcretion, integritie, 


thig: but alſo if they think any thing wozs 
thy to be oꝛdeined oz changed,aperteining 
tothe commoditie of any of the pouertie 
p2iuatly, oz to the vtilitie of the whole bus 
ſinefle, they may modeſtly and gently dg- 
clare it, whzrof the vewers themſelues at 
their diſcretion, may afterwardes delibe⸗ 
rate and define, oz if the matter ſo require 
may reſerre it to the Senate and churche 
rulers, to the ende that beyng honeſt and 
p;ofytable,it may haply befiniſheb by pus 
blyks authozitie. 

Theſe cautions are generall: now ws 
will adde certaine that are ſpeciall to the 
fund2ys ſoꝛtes of pouertie. But bycauſe 


wee haue explicate manye things belon⸗ 
ging hereto inthe place where wee en- 
treated of ſearchyng and diſcernynge ok 
the pouertie, therefozs wie wyll here be 


I, 65 4s 


mo2e böte. 
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6 As touching widdowes,cſpecially the 
ponger ſoꝛt, the vewers ſhall narowly ex⸗ 
amine, whether they lyue in god name, 
chaſtelp, and ſobzelp. If any lyue others 
wyle, thoſe they (hall rebuke ſeuerely in 
the open ſeſſion, wherof we haue ſpoken, 

and not without deſerte alſo ſhall ſpoyle 
Them of the benefite of the almes foz a 
ſeaſon. Mhiche thing is thercfoze ex⸗ 
pedient to be done, fyzite to make them 
abhozre and be aferde to nne, and if any 
baue ſinned, to make them repente: and 
allo that the ryche menne maye not coms 
playne, t hat their liberalitie is euill bes 
ſtowed, and repozte that harlots and all 
naughtypacks are mayntexned by ths 
publique almes. | 
„ The vewers wall oftentimes care- 

fully enquire of D2phantes and ſuche 
childzen , with whome and howe they 
are bzought vppe and inſtruded. The 
whiche thing that they may the moze dilts 
gentlye perfourme, it ſhall not greue 
them ſome times at ſome ſette time of 


the yeare, to vewe one while the ſcholes, 
an other while the craftcs mens ops to 
whome ve lern were lent to learne, 

voy 


A ) 


that they may iudge of their p2ofiting oz 


” 
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cozruption, and pꝛouide betymes howe to 
remedy thoſe, which haue bin neglected z 
are of themſelues flowe and dull. 

8 Po;eouer the vewers muff bnder- 
ffande,that it appecteyneth to their office 
with all diligence fo maintepne oz to furs: 
ther the cauſes, as well of the widdowes 
as D2pyantes, if they haue any matter 
to be pleaded in the place ot iusgemente 
befoze the Judges, beſeeching the mini⸗ 


ters of the Churche fo entreate the laws 


vers to healpe ta maynteyne the cauſe, 
the Judges to be fanozable accoꝛding to 
the commaundement of God: the whiche 
office the Byſhops did once take vppon 


them , at ſuche time as they were ths 


general tutoꝛs and ouerſeers of al y pouer⸗ 
tie, as witneffe ſundzye Canons repeated 
tn divers councels, and namely, Can.12.of 
the councell of en the 2. which was 
holde about the peare. 580. Atem certapne 
reſcripts ot vyſhops are extant to the ſame 
effect; Dittinct.87, Can. lcer omnibus, AND 
in the thꝛer other that folow. And fo; this 
cauſe eſpeciaily were þ cells and conſilice 
ries in times paſt graũted to the byſhops. 


3.9. And 
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And fp2 ſte fo2 a certaintie, they did heare 
in them the cauſes of the miniſters of ths 
cgurche, if at any tyme any ſuche matter 
dyd riſe among them as ought fo be refers 
red to the biſhops ! next they viſcided mat⸗ 
ters, as touching the Churche godes and 
poſſeſſions, as letting of lands, the accoun⸗ 
tes of the vintage, & harueſt, buying any 
fellyngof fruites and pꝛouiſion of the hoſs 
pitals, with the whiche manner of buſy- 
nelle, Th2yſolfome Homil. in Matth. 86. 
complapneth, that he was areatly hindes 
red, Thiroly, they vnderſl ode the cauſes 
and quarels of the poꝛt, whiche were fo- 
fired by the churche, and toke vpon them 
to maynteyne oꝛ ende them as thcy'ceuld, 
But where as Saint Auguſtine, and pers 
haps ſomt other biſhops, did ſometymes 
permit the controuerſies of other menne, 
which are called ſecular. to be bꝛeughte 
befo2e them, to the ende that eyther they 
myght bzcake of the ccnfrouerfies, oꝛ be 
ſome meanes to take them awaye: wee 
muſt thinke that was extrao2dinarie,and 
that they did it, rather to cutte off contens . 
tions quicke ly and 4levingly, than to pꝛo⸗ 
long them after the maner of the courtes. 
Kyich 
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Whiche is entdently to bes gathered out 
of the verie woꝛzdes of Auguſtine, Libr. 
de opere monachorum cap. 29. when be 
ſapeth. That he is not bounde to thoſs 
troubles by the pꝛecepte of the Apoſtle 
1,Cozin. 6. but that be twke that paynes 
with the comfozte of the Lode, with the 


hope of eternall lyfe, and that he myghts 


bꝛyng fo2th fruite thozoughe pactence, bis 
cauſe there wanted (ome other to ſultcyn 
that labour. 

Heroby I truſt it may be known from 
whence we haue boꝛrowed the reaſons 
and groundes of gur counſell, when wee 
perſuade the viewers of the pouertie, to 
fit togither once euerpe werke in ſome o- 
pen place to vnderftande the cauſes and 
quarels of the pe: ſothely herein ws 
would haue them to perfeurme the woz- 
thie office of the auncient biſhops, 

9 We bane ſpoke inough befoze of ſuch 
as coms as wayfarers, Only it lyketh vs 
to note this:that it is god ſomtimes to en- 
quire, whether they haue about them any 
letters fo teſtiſie of what behauioz they be 
xc. Which is eſpectally expedict to be dont 


—_— when anypublike danger evther of 
J. ii. warty 
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warrs, oꝛ ſedition, 02 treaſon is feared, 
10 Thoſe wham the vewers (hal vnder 
ſtand to be very ſick, they (hall pʒouide, p 


they may ve led oz traſſerred fo2thwith to 


the publike ſpittles, if there be any in ths 
fown oz citie, where ſuch conuenicnt & diſ⸗ 
crete lodgyng, the attendance of wemen, 


tie counſel of Phyſicians ſhal be ſo redily 
prepared, that euery one Wall tele tber 
Pꝛelent comfozte and releefe, and ſhall be- 


bolde euery one about them very carefull 
fo2 their health and recouerie, But being 
reccuered, lette him not tarie long there, 

neyther let him colour his flouth with a 
counterfait diſcaſe. But in ſuche places as 


tßere is no ſpitt le, there the viewers wal 
pꝛauide, that the diſcaſed lying in their 


owne houſcs, may with al charitie be la⸗ 
ked vnto, eyther of their owns wyucs,oz 
other women, but eſpectally widows wel 
Kricken in age, And that al things that ths 
po2e baue ned of,mayy better be pꝛoui⸗ 
dep, it behoucth eſpecially in great cities, 
that a ſtipend be appointed of the common 
bore, to a phyſition, an apotbecarie, a chis 
rurgian, a barber, a mid wile, and women 
to glue hennes. tc. 

u The 
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11 The vewers do vnderſtand, that it is 
a parte ef their otfice, to ſend the aged per- 
ſons that haue neve to be cheriſhed in ths 
gerontocomies z houſes appopnted foz 
the aged, oz to pꝛoturt otherwle,that they 
map receyue in tyme all things necefla- 
rie fo2 this life, fo they only do thozoughs 
ly vnderſtande the Cate of euere of the 
pouertie. , 
12 Wee may well vſe the ſame rule to- 
warde them, which are from riches bꝛou⸗ 
gut to ponertie,if they come to vs from o⸗ 
ther places, which we ſayd was ta be vſed 
fowardes ſtrangers wayfarers, Foz it is 
expedient fo2 many cauſes to exact of them 
publike letters,by the whiche they mays 
be credited fo2 the repozte of theyz myſ⸗ 
fo:ztune, whiche did befall them, 

But there nedeth a ſingular pꝛudencs 
fo ſearch out thoſe citizens, whiche being 
boꝛne of honelte parentage, dare not foz 
ſhame bewzaye their lacke: ſuche as are 
often to be found in the citte, and many of 
them deſerning no blame, whom without 
great ſin we may not let paſſe, ſo long till 
either they periſh with famine, oz foz ne- 
cefſitis be pzouoked to do ms wicked act. 


A. ig. Lber- 
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Thereloze where any ſuchs is ſuſpected, 
the viewers withoute delaye, ſhall ſends 
fo; their nepghboꝛs, oꝛ ſome that are nere 
in kinred to them, oz their crevitourss, of 
whom they haue marked, that they daple 
baue retexued ſome things, but neuer pays 
ing anp mony,of whom they ſhal narows 
- lyenquireofall their whole eftate. 
And loz theſe mens ſakes, the pzeachers 
ſhal otberwhiles ſignifie out of the pulpit 
that this is the godly deſire of the vewers, 
that if there be any ſhamefaſt oz baſbefall 
- pouertie, that they will nat bencef@zthe 
doubt pꝛiuilp to vtter their lacke to any of 
the wozſhipfull miniſters of the Churche, 
pz to what truſtie trend they pleaſe,which 
may make repozt after to the viewers. 
Pozeouer, ths viewers hauyng infelli- 
gence of the matter, ſhall endeuour, that 
ſuche as are pziuilp oppzeſſed with lacke, 
may p2luily be releued ; Neyther ſhall it 
greue the viewers themſelues to viſyte 
ſometymes the houſes of thoſe Cytty- 
z3ens, not as to diſtribute Almes, but 
vnder pꝛetence to dot ſome other buſy- 
nelle: Foz as muche as they bluſhs to 
aſke any thyng openly, ſo much ought the 
viewers 
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viewers bluſhe to giue any thing fo them 

openly. | 
But who is able to compꝛehend in woꝛ⸗ 
des al things which might be here heaped 
fogither foz god cauſes? Foz there are 
many craftie and ſubtill pouertie, who 
ſtudie onely howe to deceyue, and by all 
meanes to begple other, and to wzeſt an 
almes from eche man. But when we ſet 
fo2th thele things, ſuche as they be, we 
are perſuaded,that plentifull occaſion is 
giuen howe to inuent many other fitte foz 
this buſinelſe. Neither can theſe, to ſay 
the truthe, be ſo exactly once diſcuſſed, but 
that it is n&defull daily to meditate newe 


deniſes, acco2ding fo the diuerſitie of plas 


ces, times, and perſons. Finally,the very 
vſe of things, and the continuall p2actiſs 
of the buſineſſe, dothe teache by little and 
little theſe things, which none ie able bes 
foꝛe to pꝛouide 62 explicate in woꝛds. But 
none can iuũ lp by any meancs diſalowe 
this diligence in ſerching. True it is that 
Chryloſtome hath ſet foth an Pomilte, 
de non ſcrut andis curioſi j ae eribie, that the 
pouertie ought not curiouſly be ſearched. 
But Chryiottome framed his Dzation ts 

| J. v. mollifis 
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mollific the hearts of certaynt couetous 
men, which pzetended a ſearch to the end 
they might giue nothing at all, we haue 
Pꝛopounded a ſearche, not that we might 
not giut any thing, but j whatſoeuer we 
baue once decred to giue, we might giue it 
well, and on ſuch as baut ner de in derde. 


Chapter. 9. 


Of the examination of the credite and dex- 
teritie of the Ste vvards, and of the main- 
tenance of thcir auctoritie. 


Eraduenture it greneth 
ſome, that they muſte put 
other men in truſte with 
their almes, i that it muſte 
be in other mens hands ta 

A diſpoſe it. Ther wil reaſon 
that the benefite of the rewarde is lolte, 
when it is beffowed by an other. To the 
which effecte they bꝛing ſomething oute 
of Chyyioſtome, who in a certayn Bomi⸗ 
lie to the people. Tomo. 6. counſapleth all 
men rather to execute them ſelues the 
en ol their 9wne ſubſtaunce, 


than 


bs nd 
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fhan to committe it to the Church rulers. 
And that they may ſ@me fo2 mo2e reaſe- 
nable cauſes fo be moned thereto, they 
beginne to doabte of the credite of the 
bery Stewardes oz Uiewers, as tboughe 
they might inftly doubt whether they des 
92der all thinges truſtplie oz not. And 
beſides, if there be any ſuche things as 
are apte to b2ing the godly Stewares in⸗ 
to ſuſpition and diſcre dite, thoſe theſe men 
diſpitefully itterqge, and packs togither. 
And truely a man may chaunce ts heart 
ſuche cemplayntes, not onely of the riche 
| men: but otherwhyles of the foliſbe and 
| 


* — 


doting pouertie. But we Wwyll ſteppe 
tbeir monthes with infte and ſtrong rea⸗ 
ſons, that the anthozitie sf the ſtewardes 
may remayne inmolate. Firfte , no man 
koʒbiddeth the whoſoeuer theu bee, but 
that thou mapeſt with thine owne hands 
] deale almes vnts the pouertie , keping 
f them ſelues at home, oz alſe caſte into the 
cheit placed in the church, as often as thau 


wilt, and as much as the holy ghoſt, oꝛ thy 
4 god devotion doth bid thee ts beſtew. ez 
| not the liberalitie it ſelfe , but the vn⸗ 
. ſcemelꝑ maner of beſtowing the a 
at 
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but the calling of flocks to thy doze, whi- 
che is full of oſtentatian (which Chzyts 
alſo rep;oueth in the pꝛoude Phariſies, 
who at the dealing of their almes blewe 
a trumpet o2 hozne to call the pwze togi⸗ 
ther) but the thamefall concourſe of begs 
gers is pꝛohibited. Aud all men ought to 
be perſuaded, that almes giuing is always 
a god wozke, and well beſtowed, ſo that 
it al haue the reward ofaluughtte God, 
as karrefozth as it is expended with a 
ch&rfall heart, and in the name of Chꝛiſt. 
But ſo farrs is Chryſoſtome from milli- 
king, that a man ſhould put other i in truſt 
to diſpoſe his liberalitie, that euẽ in playn 
woꝛds he commendeth, and ſtraigbtway 
in the ſame Homilie pꝛonounceth al thoſs 
woztby to be well rewarded, which with 
god intent miniſter other mens almes to 
the poꝛe, as the holy ſcriptures witneſſe 
that Sreucn did, But this sſpecially dothe 
that blefled father go about in that place, 
De exbozteth, dꝛiueth, and pzicketb foz- 
warde thoſe, which are alwayes flawe te 
bo well, and are wonte neuer to giue any 
_ thing to the paze,befoze they flocke vnts 
their dazes, with great hurliebarlie and 
imp92s 


k 
F 1 


baue awaked from their olde wont of co- 
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impo2tunate and loude petitions & cryes. 


CThoſe holdekaſtes woulde Chryſoſtome 


tietouſneſſe and anarice, that they ſhould 
net ttay till they were pꝛouoked by other 
which ſhould knocke at their gates: but 
that they ſhoulde of their owne accozve 
runne, even to the waſte wilderneſſe, and 
ſearch in euery place, on whom they may 
beffowe their liberalitie as they oughte, 
Mozeouer Chryſoſtome meaneth , that 
euerp one that will deale almes, muſte 
warely pʒouide that he do it pꝛiuilp, with⸗ 
out gazers on, oz witneſſes, and if it might 
be, bis owne hands not kne wing it, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding fo the counſell of our ſauiour Chziſt. 
: What ſhould make vs J beſeche yon, 
ſo greatly to be greued about the credite 
of the Stewardes? It ſuche men be cho⸗ 
ſen to this @tewardſhip, as befoꝛe we de- 
clared there ought, then all occaſion to 
canill 02 murmure is cleane taken away, 
2 At ſuche time as the Goſpel beganne 
firlt to be pꝛeached by the Apoſtle, al that 
beleeued at Jeruſalem, did lay downe the 
pꝛite of thoſe things which they ſolve, at 
the Apoſtles f&te, to be diſtributed to ech 
man 


— 


man accoz0in Ito their necellitie, neithes 
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did any man then conteiue a ſiniſter opi⸗ 
nion of the Apoſtles, 
3 Not long after the Apoſtles and the 
whole multitude did commit that office of 
diſtribution to ſeuen Deacons: but it was 
neuer herd, that any euer bzought an actiõ 
againſt them of pll oꝛdzing of the almes. 
4 Yow greatly is the ſimplicitie ana 


true dealing of them fo be commended, 


which abiding at Cormthem in · A ſia, at 
Rome iii Europe, and diſperſed eche wbere 
in Acbaia, Macedonia, nd Glace, did not 
ick fo credite Saule the Apoſtle, and his 
diſciples with all the money that they had 
gathered togither, and vst (as it appeared) 
they did then (carſely knowe of what nas 
tion 82 what conditioned men they were, 
wha alſo carriedit far off fo be beſtgawed 
on the bꝛethꝛen which were vnknowne, 
How many things mighte here haue oc- 
curred, whereby wicked men might baue 


taken occaſion to flaunder: 


Do we not ſz that kinges, pꝛinces, 
common wealths in enery place haue mas 
ny 6fficers,named queſtoꝛs oꝛ treaſurers, 


to whom greater matters are committed? 
| vet 


42 


ok receits and expenſes be pꝛopounded in 
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vet in the meane while we ſeldome heare 
of any among them depꝛehended foz nok 
o2dering all things with great fivelitie. 
6 WhFPthen may not we in like maner 
pꝛomiſe our ſelues al honeſtie in the vis- 
wers oz ſfewards of our poucrtie? eſpeci⸗ 
ally ſith there are alwais ſome to be foiid, 
whoſe credite hath bene tried in other 
weightie affaires, and who alſo vo vnder⸗ 
ffande, and haue the ſame al way befoze 
their eyes, that they dee net mans buſis 
neſle, but Gods. 
7 What nede J foz warne 5ᷣ̊ there may 
be ſuch an oꝛder fo2 redzing of actoũt, both 


every citie, tbat by it it may be ſufficiently | 
foꝛeſene, that nons may p2tutly connep oʒ 


waſte vathzzftily the leaſt thing that is: 


Foz if may well be appoynted. Firſt that 
the viewers, oꝛ colledoꝛs, oꝛ ſtewards.⁊c. 
ef euery pariſh may recken with oz befo2e 
the foure chiet ouerſers (ſuch as we ſayd 
befoze ought to bs choſen in large cities) 
cue an account how much they haue layd 
vp,o2 how much they haue taken out,and 
this muſte be done in a publike oz open 
place, whether as well the pouertie, 

which 


7 —— — — 


— 


The regiment of Pouertie. 


which take releafe, as the riche which be⸗ 

ſtowe it may haue free acceſſe, that they 
may obſecue eche thing, and ſearch whe⸗ 
ther any kaulte hath bene committed by 
the negligence of the Uewers in their ads 
miniſtration, oz diſpenſation : in like ſozt 
twice in a pere in the pzeſence of the Pt- 
niſters of the Church, and the whole Se⸗ 
nate, and other agiſtrates beũdes, if it 
pleaſe them, ſitting by: yea and whoſoes 


uer elſe deſire to be pzeſent, the ſummes 


collected and layde fw2th euery monthe, 
hall be recited out of the counte bokes. 
And this truely, not onely that all men 
may haue better intelligence of the cre⸗ 


dite of the te wards, but alſo of the whole 


buſineſſs touching the pouertie, and if the 


matter ſo require, p2ofitaule delibera⸗ 


tions and conſultations may there bchad, 
Fo2 in ſache like mettngs of wiſe men, 
it oughte to be free fo2 ecize man to vtter 
what ſaener he ſhall thinke p2ofitable fo 
this holy inſtitution, and to leaue it to bs 
diſcuſſed. And that they to whome thys 
charge, either in y churches, oꝛ almes hou⸗ 


ſes, were once wont after this maner to 
render an account of receites | expences, 
one 
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an other whyle befoze other rulers and 
Magiſtrates, it may partly be cler lp vn⸗ 
der ſtode out of diuers Cannons, as Cans 
non de Xerdochys,de religioſis domibus, of 
hoſpitals 4 religious houſes, Item at the 
counſell of Ay :/7rave, Cannon. 141, and 
partly out of the ciuill lawe, but eſpecially 
lib. 1. Codicis,titulo de epiſcopis & clericis, 
in the title of byſhops and clerks. But in 
the meane ſeſen, while the account ofthe - 
charges truly caſt, to wit, with the names 
of thoſe that giue, t thoſe that fake, Atem 
the ſumme expended oꝛ layde fw2th, with 
the day and monthe, and ſuche vſuall cir⸗ 
cumſtances, alwapes diligently noted: 
and farther bekes whiche contepne the 
ſame thinges wo2de foz woꝛde, are layde 
ope befoze the Magiſtrates, that they may 
ſee and read euery thing with their owne 
eyes, when (5 ſay) thele things are opens 
ly rehearſed in the publike ſeſſion, it is 
erpedient,thaf the names of al thole whis 
che did giue the almes. oz do recepue the 
almes,be kept ſilent, and not named, and 
that partly leaſt the rich men, which haue 
peraduenture contributed often and libe⸗ 

V. rally, 
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rally, while they often heare their names 
openly expꝛeſled, they take occaſion to 
ware pꝛoud, x ts glozy,and ſo they leſe the 
reward of their liberality with God:part- 
ly leaſt the poꝛe, eſpecially ſuch as are of 
a baſhful x ingenious diſpoſition, do inter⸗ 
pꝛete y they are after a ſozt openly put to 
ſhams,ex that that often comemozation of 
the benefites rectiued, is (as it is ſayde in 
the Comedie) a certen pztute expꝛobꝛatiõ 
92 caiting in the tzethe. Although in this 
behalte aſwel the magiſtrates, as the vie- 
wers ſhall determine as they thinke pꝛo⸗ 
fitable,as place and tyme requireth. Foz 
we doe not ſpeake theſe things as mas 
king & lawe , but wis pꝛopounde tbem 
to bee thoughte vppon, and examined as 
gentle admonitions. | 

Baut when by this meanes the credite 
of the viewers them ſelues in their office 
and adminiſtration is inough and ſufficts 
ently examined and tryed in all reſpects, 
ſurely all men conceyne, that we may not 
lightely beleeue thoſe flaunderers, which 
ftudie to accuſe them of negligence 02 
falſe dealing. 4 knowe not howe it hap⸗ 


peneth, but ſo it is, ou they are alway 


ſubiea 
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ſubiecte fo enup and llaunder, that are oc- 
cupied in any publike affapzes, eſpect- 
ally if it be in the diſpoſing of money, 
and matters of charges, and the poze, if 
there be any other, will be ſure alwayes 
to complayne,they alwayes ſharpen their 
teethe to backbite and ſlaunder. But it be⸗ 
boueth all god men to remember, that he 

which admitteth ſlanderers and accuſers, 
heareth but the one parte onely: but he 
that deſtreth to knowe the truth moze ful⸗ 
ly, it is niedefull that he heare two parts, 
to witte, that alſo whiche is ſlaundered. 
; | Therefoze god men will not eaſily bears 
ken to accuſers, though many conſpire 
and ſpeaks all to the ſame effecte :. but 
they will indge that whiche is in dede, 
to wit, that they cloake the truthe with 
,\ lyes, and that a poruerſe and malicious 
1 affection,n ot right reaſon hath the maſte- 
rie ouer them. And thoſe alſo them ſelnes, 
which ars vniuſtly accuſed, when their 
conſcience beareth the witnefſe that they 
haue dealte vpzightly, ſhall not eſteme 
all thoſe barkers repꝛochfull wozdes pꝛi⸗ 
we oz ape rte, not the value of one dod⸗ 


. 


) 


. kin: but _ rather make accounte that 
B. 9. 
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_ ceſſe,ſhal vnluckely be interrupted, which 
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no man can voTibly ſatiſfie 02 pleaſe eue⸗ 
re man, anb lay - with Cpammundas the. 


T ten, chat ic is the token cf magnani⸗ 


mitie oꝛ ſtoutneſſe to cantemne euill re- 
po2tes, and as ſayth antuthenes, it is 8 
p2incely thing when thou doeſt well to be 
euill ſpoken of. Wiherefoze when in the 
citic any are founde deſpitcſully to ſlaun⸗ 
der thole, to whom the cyarge of the po⸗ 
nertie is committed, it greatly behcueth 
the Senate o2 Magiſtrates to repꝛeſſe the 
betimes, andotherwhiles to puniſhe them 


moze ſeuerelie: and that truely not onely 


leaſt they ſhould infect other mens minds 


with their veny me, but alſo lcaft thoſe 


godly men, whoſe god name ts falſly ems 
paired, being weery, perhaps alſo tyzed 
with encomberaunces, do caſt from them 
the office of the onerfight of the poꝛe, x ſo 
the whole bulinefſe begon with iopful (ucs 


thing were not only greatly to be lamen⸗ 


ted, but alſo were to ſhameful. Yet truely 


except that matter be ſomtimes aduiſedly 
lokedvnto by p magiſtrates, it can hardly 


be, that the dignitie, eitimation, t auabo⸗ 


ritie of þ viewers can Aue be pꝛeſerued. 
Pozes⸗ 
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Poꝛeouer we are admonithed by the oc⸗ 
caſion of theſe wozds; to adde in the latter 
end, how both it may e ought to be pꝛoui⸗ 
ded, that this trade of releuing the poꝛe, 
wherſoeuer it is once well determined, 
mag there be ratified and eſtabliſhed foz 
euer after, | 


Chapter. 10. 


By vrhat meanes it may be provided, tha 
the order for releeuing the poore once 
rvell begun, may not afteryvarde 


eallly be broken off. 


ois buſineſe wherof we en 
e treate is full of diſficultie. oz 
itrequireth great charges, it 
ner deth the tounſe ll e ayde of 

ö any diuers decrees of me, 


4 blepouertis lacking the publive relafe,al | 
theſe (A ſay) do chalenge u place, and to 
F B. iij. 8 play 
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play a parte in this woztby acte of deuo⸗ 


tian and charitie, Wherefoze it can not 


be , but that many diſcemmodities and 


lettes dor often occurre, ſome in the ens 
traunce and fir beginning, other in the 


but to retayne,and conſtantly to vpholde 
it when it is begun, truly that is very la- 

igzſome, and moꝛe traubleſome than can 
be credited:yet what ſoeuer impediments 
do troſſe va, it is nedful that al they which 
inhabite the ſame citie, do toyntly labour 
with their powers gathered togither, that 
they ſhamefully Tarte not backe at any 


1 


weale publike moſte profitable 4 
Foz the which caule it wall be erpedient 


that all and ſingular theſe degrees of men 
do meditate ſome godly reaſons,and haue 
them aiwayes in readineCe, wherewith 


they ſhall ercite them ſelues inceſſantly to 


mainteine fo decent aninſtitution,andace. 
coꝛding to ther duetie lay to their hel- 


16 


ping hands. 


= „ % 


Ache 


p2oceſſe and when we are entred, where⸗ 
vy it is a harde matter, rſt to bʒing in ay. 
ny certen o2der fo; the relceke of the poze: 


time fron their moſte holy, and to the 


giltcafes therkozeas true lathers 
A 1108 


< 


to binde, and (as J may ſpeake) adiure 


the pouertie, them they ſhall greatly re⸗ 
 nterence, them they ſhall aſſiſte in enery 
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of their countrey,that is, ot al the citizens, 
but eſpecially as tutoꝛs & garvians of the 


pe, ſbal with great pꝛouidence pꝛeuent, 
leaſt any thing euer happen whiche may 


hinder their purpoſed intenfe : oz if any 
thing happen, fwꝛthwith to reſiſte and re- 
moue if, Mherevnto that they may be 
the moze emboldened, they ſhall not ſticke 


them ſelues with a certaine godly conſpt- 
racie, that they will rather cniopne them 


ſelues ſome great fine, and ſuſtapne great 


charges, than ſuffer this boleſsme oz di⸗ 
nancs to be weakned, oꝛ fo decay. But be⸗ 


lone all things, they ſhall chiefly declare 


their gad will towards the viewers of 


difficultte , they ſhall mapntepne their 
eſtimation by all themeanes they may. 
And ſuche as by obloquie, oz any other 
meanes, do endeuour fo hinder this new 
33 ſhall Carpely repꝛoue, and 
it they ſ& cauſe, ſeuerely punpſbe 
them by fyne, oz otherwyſe. 

Lo be bziefe,they ſhall pꝛetermit none 
af all thoſe thinges, whereby they mar 
B. iiij. open 
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openly make it knowne, that this whole 
buüngie pleaſeth them well, and that 
they defire with al their heart, that enery 
member ofthe common wealth, but eſpe- 
ciallꝝ the poʒe might be pꝛouided foz. 
As many as are of the Ccclcſiafticall 
miniſterie, hall ficſt acknowledge, that it 
cheedly appertayneth vnto then to further 


this cauſe, lithe once that care did wholly 


lve vppon the Churches. Lherefoze they 
ſhall reuerence all the Stewardes, as 
wozthy office fellowes, and with holy 
and deuoute erhoztations ſhall encourage 


them to p2ocede in that trauell, ſo acceps- 


table to almightie God. Poꝛeouer, these 
chall often commende this woꝛke in their 
ſatred Dermons, otherwhiles they ſhall. 
make whole oza:tons vato the people of: 
almes and releuing the pwze : as we ſ- 
after the Pꝛophets and Apoſtles, Chry- 


 ſottoine, Gregorie Nazianzene, and other. 


boly: kathers haue done, out of whoſe wꝛi⸗ 
tings they map gather pleatifall matter 
ts fpeake of. Furthermoze it ſhall net 
greeue them, rather than this woꝛthy oꝛdi⸗ 
naunce ſhoulde vtterly decay, to graunte 
pace of their N 7 80s, and if 17 5 
3, tie 
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litie required, the veſſels of golde oz Gil- 
uer, the ſacred veſtures and other oznas 
mentes of the churche, to be conuerted to 
the vſe of the pwꝛe. 

The — generally all, to whom 
the charge of the pouertie is committed, 
ſhall wiſely determine, neuer to de wea⸗ 

rie of well doing, oꝛ to be diſcezaged wih 
any encomberances which map happen. 
A et them conſider olten and attentiuely 
the dignitie of their office, which is greats 
ly pꝛapled euermoꝛe in the holy Striptu⸗ 
res. Let them acconnt, that the naturall 
and ſupernaturall gyftes, wherwith God 
bathe endued them, were beſtowed on 
them fo2 this ende, that they ſhoulve em⸗ 
ploy them to the glozie of Ood in helping 
the poze, and excepte they doe it with a 
god will, that they thall once render an 
accompte vnto GOD. In the meane 
tyme, let them not doubte of the liberall 
rewarde whiche Cod hathe pꝛepared fog 
them, though men be neucr ſo ingrate. 
 Pozeguer let them perſuade theſclues, p 
ſo many men do daily pꝛay vnto Ood our 
beauenily father foz their ſafetie, as there 
— ret eue almes at theyz 
R. v. bandes 


reckning, that nothing fo hozrible oz fo2- 
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bands. Mherkoꝛe let them contemne the 
flaunders of wicked whiſperers, x let the 
onlye haue reſpecte to the honeſt tudge- 
ments of god and Godly men touching 
them. To conclude,let them make their 


midable can happen, that oughte wftlye 
to withdzawe them from their ſtudye to 
benefite the paze, As long as they pleaſe 


nout men all is well, 

Wbe Citttzens, eſpecially they of the 
welthier ſozte, ſhall to their power fur- 
ther this inſtitution, and ſhall declare, not 
in woꝛde only, but alſo in deede, that they 
greatly appzoue it. They ſhall willingly 


heart tbeerhoztations toliberalitis which 


are often made in the Churche by the mi⸗ 
nifters of the wozd, and ſhall often call 
the ſame to minde. They ſhall gine of 
their gods without grudging, acco2ding 
to an equalitie, They ſhall vtter by all 
meanes poſſible, thepz benenolence to⸗ 
warde the Stuardes. Foz theſe muſts- 
nedes be reuerenced of ater re as ha 


upng deſerued a farre greater rewarde. 


Fenally, lette exzry Cir nin all mats 
ters 


Ood, and (as farre fozth as they may) de⸗ 


them thanke God, who hath vouchedſafs 
to mous the heartes of godly menne ts 
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ters, vſe the pourrtie with humanitie any 


Lhe pouertie alſo them ſelues, why- 
che are releued by ths common Almes, 


muſte be contente with that eſtate which . 


GOD hathe lotted vnto them: yea let 


fiudie earneſtlye fo2 they2- publique re⸗ 
lefe, and to endeugure to p2actiſe that 
whiche they thougbte expediente foz 
the ſame, 

But let none deſire at any time to re- 
cepue, whiche haue not n&de in desde, 
then thoſe ſmall thinges whiche are gi⸗ 
uen with a cherefull mynde let them 
recepue alſo with a: cherefull mynde, 
and wythoute grudging, alwayes tuds 
ging that to be inongh and ſuffictente, 
whiche is ſufficiente to ſuſtepne nature. 
Foz a ſpare and ſober ſupper, is pet a 


92 frugalitie is muche moze bealthfull, 
than the riche mans erceſles, 

Moꝛ eouer, lette them comfozte one 
another, and encourage one another 
to modeſtye, ſobzietpe, and 3 


— 


ſupper: and the poze mans parſtimonye 
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The ryche mens myndes art not lyghts 
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ly moꝛe excited to liberalitie by anything 


than with the ſighte of the frugalitie and 


modeſt ciuilitie of the pe. 5 3 
To conclude, all honeſte men ot eue⸗ 
ry degree, and ſache as deſyꝛe as well the 
glozie of G O D, as the publike vtilitie, 
lette them altogither often conſider thoſe 
reaſons, whiche are expꝛeſſed by vs in 
the b in the two firſte chapters, 
A doubt nat but that when thoſe reaſens 


ſhall be wayed of all men, but oſpectals 


ly of: thoſe whyche excell other in digni⸗ 
tie and authozitie, with ſuche diligence 
and iudgemente, as is requiſite, then all 
men wyll wylliagly and chereſally ap⸗ 
ply their counſell and trauaple, to retapne 
and conſerue the oꝛder of reluing ths 
po3e,once alredy wel begun. The which 
pit may ener coſtaatly be dene, 4 beſcech 
God our heauenly father to. inſpire in all 

places the chicfeſt and wozthieft men, 

his clecte, with his holye ſpirite, 

which may inloꝛme and pꝛe⸗ 

pare them pletifally to al 
duties of r 4110846 


Pp. 
+ 


y F.Coldocke, 
cman, 


London b 


Imprinted at 


,Byon 


and H 


1572 


